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A U S T R A L I A ’ S 
chicken meat industry 
reached a significant 
milestone on May 
29, with the launch 
of the first modified 
atmosphere nitrogen 
euthanasia workshop 
in Launceston, Tasma-
nia – marking the be-
ginning of a national 
roadshow to strength-
en preparedness and 
response capability for 
emerging emergency 
animal disease threats. 

Over the past 18 
months, the devel-
opment of MANE 
– an innovative and 
humane destruction 
method for commer-
cial poultry – has 
been a strategic prior-

ity for the Australian 
Chicken Meat Federa-
tion. 

The initiative is fo-
cused on ensuring 
response approaches 
are scalable, practical 
and highly effective in 
managing emergency 
animal disease out-
breaks.

This work forms part 
of ACMF’s High5 
Project, a broader 

initiative aimed at 
strengthening the sec-
tor’s preparedness for 
emerging threats such 
as H5N1. 

Given the poten-
tial for such highly 
pathogenic strains to 
severely disrupt pro-
duction systems, these 
efforts are critical to 
safeguarding Aus-
tralia’s sovereign food 
production capability.

In less than two years, 
ACMF – through the 
High5 Project – has 
led the development 
of MANE as a new 
biosecurity capability 
from the ground up. 

This has been 
achieved by lever-
aging international 

THE past six months 
have been a busy 
period for Poultry 
Hub Australia as we 
continue to support 
research, education 
and industry engage-
ment across the Aus-
tralian poultry sec-
tor.

A key focus during 
this period has been 
planning for the fu-
ture of PHA follow-
ing the departure of 
Professor Tamsyn 
Crowley and changes 
to the funding model 
for it.

The recruitment 
process for a new 
professor in poultry 
science at the Uni-
versity of New Eng-
land, who will also 
take on the role of 
Director of Poultry 
Hub Australia, is 
progressing well and 
we look forward to 
welcoming the suc-
cessful candidate. 

Following discus-
sions with the PHA 
Industry Committee, 
we introduced two 
new initiatives for 
2026. 

The first was a Pro-
ject Co-investment 
Program, which re-
placed the previous 
open funding call. 

We were pleased 
with the strong re-
sponse received, 
with a large number 
of high-quality ap-
plications submitted. 

After careful con-
sideration, two pro-
jects were selected 
for support and we 
look forward to see-
ing these progress. 

The second initia-

tive was a Student 
Placement in In-
dustry Scheme, de-
signed to provide 
both undergraduate 
and postgraduate 
students with valu-
able industry experi-
ence while helping 
build future work-
force capacity.

PHA staff attended 
several major indus-
try events during the 
period, including the 
Australian Poultry 
Science Symposium 
in Sydney and the 
Poultry Information 
Exchange on the 
Gold Coast. 

These events pro-
vided valuable op-
portunities to con-
nect with research-
ers, students and 
industry stakehold-
ers, discuss current 
challenges and share 
information about 
PHA activities and 
opportunities.

We were also 
pleased to host rep-
resentatives from 
AgriFutures Aus-
tralia at UNE. 

The visit provided 
an opportunity to 
showcase UNE’s 
poultry research 
and training facili-
ties, discuss current 
research activities 

and explore future 
opportunities for 
collaboration and 
investment in the 
Australian poultry 
industry. 

Together with poul-
try researchers at the 
University of New 
England, we recently 
developed a poultry 
research and training 
facilities booklet that 
provides an overview 
of UNE’s poultry re-
search facilities, staff 
expertise, research 
capabilities and edu-
cation and training 
opportunities avail-
able to industry and 
researchers.

Scan the QR code 
to view the booklet.

Research and train-
ing continue to re-
main at the heart of 
PHA’s activities. 

We have continued 
to support a range of 
industry-focused re-
search projects and 
were pleased to open 
enrolments for the 
2026 Master Course 
on Poultry Nutrition. 

Final reports of 
the research projects 
we have funded are 
available under re 
search/pha-funded-
projects on our web-
site.

I would like to 
thank our members, 
industry partners, 
researchers and stu-
dents for their ongo-
ing support and en-
gagement with Poul-
try Hub Australia. 

We look forward to 
continuing to build 
connections, support 
research and training 
and contribute to the 
future success of the 
Australian poultry 
industry. 

Poultry Hub Australia update

Initial MANE workshop launched by 
ACMF as High5 Project strengthens 
national HPAI preparedness

* continued P2

MANE workshop participants.

by PROFESSOR STEVE  
WALKDEN-BROWN

Interim Director

The author receiving the 20 Year Sponsorship 
Award at APSS.
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Poultry Industry
Calendar of Events

How to supply event details:  
Send all details to National Poultry 
Newspaper, PO Box 162, Wynnum 
Qld 4178, call 0450 672 553 or email 
design@collins.media

2026
JUL 4 – Hamburgh Club of NSW Annual 
Photo Show, digital. hamburghclubnsw@
gmail.com
JUL 10-13 – Poultry Science Association 
Annual Meeting, Toronto, Canada. https://
www.poultryscience.org/opportunities/
conferences
JUL 14-17 – World’s Poultry Congress, 
Toronto, Canada. https://www.
wpc2026toronto.com
JUL 27-29 – 2026 Australian Women 
in Agriculture National Conference. 
Orange, NSW. https://agrifutures.com.
au/events/2026-austral ia-women-in-
agriculture-national-conference/
JUL 28-30 – American Association of Aivan 
Pathologists Annual Meeting, Orlando, 
USA. https://www.aaap.info/future-annual-
meetings
AUG 12 – 2026 National Renewables in 
Ag Conference – Orange, NSW. https://
renewablesinagconference.com.au
SEP 1-3 – Shell Egg Academy 2026, Indiana, 
USA. http://shelleggacademy.org/
SEP 22-24 – Poultry Asia 2026, Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia. https://www.poultryasia.
com/
SEP 27-30 – Mediterranean Poultry Summit 
2026, Split, Croatia. https://www.mpn-wpsa.
org/split2026/home/index.php
NOV 10-13 – EuroTier, Hannover, Germany. 
https://www.eurotier.com/en/

Email design@collins.media 
or call 0450 672 553

Want us to  
cover your event?

Get noticed by key poultry  
industry members!  

NATIONAL

expertise, industry 
knowledge and strong 
support from research 
and development cor-
porations and govern-
ment. 

MANE – a whole-
of-shed depopulation 
technology – works by 
vaporising liquid ni-
trogen and introducing 
it into poultry sheds, 
where it rapidly dis-
places oxygen and cre-
ates a low-oxygen en-
vironment that renders 
birds unconsciousness 
and then euthanised. 

As an inert gas, ni-
trogen does not cause 
the aversive respiratory 
sensations associated 
with some other gas-
es, supporting a more 
humane depopulation 
process and improved 
animal welfare out-
comes. 

The system uses 
relatively simple de-
ployment equipment, 
including T-lance tech-
nology, and can be rap-
idly mobilised during 

an EAD response. 
Liquid nitrogen also 

expands significantly 
when vaporised (about 
700-fold), enabling 
large shed volumes to 
be treated efficiently 
from relatively small 
quantities of liquid 
product. 

Furthermore, nitro-
gen is readily available 
as it is produced from 
atmospheric air, mean-
ing it is feasible to de-
ploy during large scale 
EAD events. 

The technology is 
already demonstrating 
strong potential as a 
nationally adopted de-
population tool by ad-
dressing longstanding 
operational challenges, 
including scalability, 
deployment and cost-
efficiency, while main-
taining the highest pos-
sible standards of bird 
welfare.

Government and in-
dustry workshop par-
ticipants in Launceston 
received hands-on ex-
posure to the technol-

ogy and the operational 
frameworks that sup-
port it. 

The program demon-
strated how coordinat-
ed planning between 
industry and govern-
ment can improve on-
farm outcomes and 
strengthen national re-
silience. 

Encouragingly, pro-
ducers and government 
officials left with a 
strong understanding 
of both the technology 
and its practical appli-
cation.

The success of the 
High5 Project has been 
made possible through 
strong partnerships and 
sustained investment. 

ACMF takes this op-
portunity to acknowl-
edge AgriFutures Aus-
tralia for its ongoing 
support in progressing 
the extension of the 
technology, while the 
Department of Agri-
culture, Fisheries and 
Forestry is recognised 
for its early backing. 

ACMF also extends 

its appreciation to Bi-
osecurity Tasmania, 
the Department of Nat-
ural Resources and En-
vironment Tasmania, 
the Tasmanian poultry 
industry and the Tas-
manian Environment 
Protection Authority 
for their collaboration 
and participation in the 
workshop. 

ACMF Board direc-
tors, industry experts 
and the ACMF team 
are also acknowledged 

for their leadership and 
commitment in deliv-
ering a world-class out-
come for the sector.

Following the suc-
cessful Tasmanian 
workshop, the MANE 
roadshow will continue 
across multiple states 
in the coming weeks, 
delivering training, in-
novation and enhanced 
preparedness to chick-
en meat regions across 
Australia. 
ACMF

Initial MANE workshop launched by ACMF as High5 
Project strengthens national HPAI preparedness
* from P1

ACMF deputy chief executive officer Verity 
Price briefed workshop participants on MANE.

SPECIALISED Breed-
ers Australia, the na-
tion’s leading supplier 
of commercial layer ge-
netics, has successfully 
delivered the country’s 
first commercial in-ovo 
sexed day old chicks to 
McLean Farms.

The inaugural place-
ment was made in June 
2026, making McLean 
Farms the first com-
mercial egg producer 
in Australia to receive 
chicks produced using 
in-ovo sex determina-
tion technology.

In May, SBA an-
nounced that it had 
become the first com-
pany in the Asia-Pacif-
ic region to introduce 
in-ovo sexing for com-
mercial egg producers 
through the use of Agri 
Advanced Technol-
ogy’s Cheggy system. 

Cheggy uses a non‑in-
vasive hyperspectral 
light‑based optical 
analysis to determine 
the sex of a chick prior 

to hatching at a com-
mercially viable scale, 
enhancing animal wel-
fare in egg production.

With the first com-
mercial placement 
now complete, Aus-
tralia joins a growing 
number of countries 
– including Germany, 
France, Brazil and the 
US – where the tech-
nology is being used 
commercially. 

In the European 
Union, in-ovo sexing 
technology has reached 
28 percent market pen-
etration.

According to In-
novate Animal Ag’s 
Australian consumer 
survey, conducted by 
Ipsos in August 2025 
with 1000 Austral-
ian consumers, there is 
strong market demand 
in Australia for eggs 
produced using in-ovo 
sexing. 

Eighty-four percent of 
respondents expressed 
interest in purchasing 
in-ovo sexed eggs and 

66 percent were will-
ing to pay a premium.

Specialised Breeders 
Australia chief execu-
tive officer Eugene Vil-
joen said, “The deliv-
ery of Australia’s first 
commercial in-ovo 
sexed chicks is a proud 
moment for SBA and a 
genuine milestone for 
our industry.”

“As Australia’s mar-
ket-leading supplier of 
commercial layer ge-
netics, we are invest-
ing in innovations that 
support the long-term 
needs of egg produc-
ers.

“Our belief is that 
Australian produc-
ers deserve access to 
the best technology 
the world has to offer 
and should be able to 
produce new products 
in response to chang-
ing consumer expecta-
tions.”

SBA will produce in-
ovo sexed chicks as an 
additional product of-
fering available from 

June 2026, registered 
with the ‘Certified Hu-
mane’ trademark.

Egg Farmers of Aus-
tralia CEO Melinda 
Hashimoto said, “Aus-
tralian egg farm-
ers work tirelessly to 
produce high-quality 
eggs while meeting the 
evolving expectations 
of consumers and the 
community.”

“The commercial de-
livery of in-ovo sexed 
chicks is a positive 

development for our 
industry, that will pro-
vide greater high-wel-
fare product options 
for layers and the end 
consumer. 

“We congratulate 
SBA and McLean 
Farms on this mile-
stone.”

For more information, 
visit www.specialised 
breeders.com.au or call 
03 5448 7165. 
Specialised Breeders 
Australia

Australia’s first in-ovo sexed chicks 
delivered in commercial layer industry

The McLean team welcomes the first delivery.

McLean Farms was the first commercial egg 
producer in Australia to receive chicks pro-
duced using in-ovo sex determination tech-
nology.

The SBA leadership team. 
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Drop hatchery / egg photo

A  L A N D M A R K  F O R  T H E  L A Y E R  I N D U S T R Y 1  J U N E  2 0 2 6

A V A I L A B L E  1  J U N E  2 0 2 6
H Y - L I N E  B R O W N  ·  L O H M A N N  B R O W N

Australia's egg
industry has a

 new beginning.

There is now a technology in Australia, capable of 
analysing an unbroken egg during the early stages of 
incubation, using advanced hyperspectral imaging to 
interpret reflected light and determine, with 
exceptional accuracy, whether the embryo is female 
or male.

No needles.
No chemicals.
No shell damage.
No physical contact.

Simply precise, non-invasive technology delivering 
answers that are transforming the future of the egg 
industry.

Powered by Cheggy technology, Specialised Breeders 
Australia is proud to offer Australia’s first commercially 
available In-Ovo sexed chicks from 01 June 2026. 

W W W . S P E C I A L I S E D B R E E D E R S . C O M . A U

https://poultrynews.com.au
https://www.specialisedbreeders.com.au
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ON June 13, 2026, Egg 
Farmers of Australia 
acknowledged a re-
markable milestone – 
its 10-year anniversary 
– with a vibrant and 
unforgettable celebra-
tion in Sydney. 

Bringing together 
farmers, industry 
leaders, partners 
and supporters from 
across the country, 
the evening was more 
than a celebration, it 
was a powerful re-
flection on a decade 
of resilience, innova-
tion and unity within 
Australia’s egg indus-
try.

From the moment 
guests arrived there 
was an undeniable 
sense of pride in the 
room. 

This is an industry 
built on hard work, 
family values and a 
shared commitment 
to feeding the nation. 

Egg Farmers of 
Australia has played 
a critical role in shap-
ing a sustainable and 
transparent future for 
the sector. 

The anniversary 
event captured that 
journey – honouring 
how far the industry 
has come, while en-
ergising everyone for 
what lies ahead.

The evening unfold-
ed with warmth and 
excitement. 

Farmers who had 
spent decades on the 
land stood alongside 
the next generation 

of leaders, symbolis-
ing the strength and 
continuity of the in-
dustry. 

Stories were shared 
of challenges over-
come and of the in-
novation that contin-
ues to drive the sector 
forward. 

There was a strong 
sense that, despite the 
hurdles, the industry 
has not only endured 
but thrived.

The event shone a 
spotlight on the fu-
ture. 

With younger mem-
bers increasingly 
stepping into leader-
ship roles, supported 
by initiatives such as 
Gen Egg – the indus-
try is clearly invest-
ing in its next chapter. 

This focus on devel-
opment and connec-
tion ensures that egg 
farming in Australia 
remains progressive, 
innovative and re-
sponsive to changing 
expectations.

Beyond the formali-
ties, the anniversary 
was a chance to re-
connect as conversa-
tions flowed. 

There was a genuine 
sense of camaraderie 
– an understanding 
that while farms may 
be spread across vast 
distances, the com-
munity is tightly knit.

As the night drew to 
a close, one message 
stood out –  this was 
only the beginning of 
our organisation. 

The past 10 years 
have laid a strong 
foundation but the 
ambition for the next 
decade is even great-
er. 

With a continued 
focus on sustain-
ability, transparency 
and excellence, Egg 
Farmers of Australia 
is well-positioned to 
lead the industry into 
a dynamic future.

The 10-year anni-
versary was not only 
a celebration of time 
but a celebration of 
people, progress and 
purpose. 

And if the energy 
in the room was any-
thing to go by, the 
future of Austral-
ia’s egg industry is 
brighter than ever. Cutting the cake.

 The event brought together partners and supporters.

EFA staff and board members.

EFA celebrates its 
10-year anniversary

by MELINDA HASHIMOTO
CEO

https://poultrynews.com.au
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For further information and advice, please 
contact the CCD Animal Health Team.
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Customer Care - 1300 791 009
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BASF Rodent Solution 
for every situation…

Storm® Secure Wax Block

Storm® Soft Bait

Selontra® Soft Bait
Premium solution for all-year round use, in or off 
building placement and high-pressure infestations.

For rapid clean out of hard to control infestations. 
Higher fat and oil content makes it perfect for a 
winter baiting programme.

A cost effective and convenient maintenance product. 
The compressed grain blocks are perfect for a summer 
baiting programme.

H5N1 positive birds in Australia.

H5N1 bird flu detection in Australia
AUSTRALIA en-
tered a new phase of 
avian influenza pre-
paredness on June 20, 
2026 when authorities 
confirmed the first 
mainland detection 
of highly pathogenic 
H5N1 avian influ-
enza in a wild bird 
in southern Western 
Australia. 

The virus was iden-
tified in a dead brown 
skua near Cape Le 
Grand National Park, 
east of Esperance, 
with a second seabird 
– a giant petrel – also 
testing positive. 

This was the first 
confirmed detection 
of the globally cir-
culating H5N1 clade 
that has caused exten-
sive losses in poultry 
and wildlife overseas, 
with another detection 
confirmed in South 
Australia on June 24.
Key points for  
poultry producers
What has been  
detected?

The virus detected 
is highly pathogenic 
H5N1 avian influen-
za, the same lineage 
responsible for major 
outbreaks across Eu-
rope, North America, 
South America, Asia 
and Antarctica since 
2021. 

Until now, main-
land Australia had 
remained free of this 
strain. 

The detection oc-
curred in wild sea-
birds, not commercial 
poultry.
Is poultry infected?

As of June 25, 2026:
•	No infections have 

been detected in com-
mercial poultry flocks

•	No infections have 
been reported in 
backyard poultry

•	Authorities have 
found no evidence of 
spread into Australia’s 
poultry industries

•	No unusual poul-
try mortality events 
linked to H5N1 have 
been reported.
Why is this  
important?

Though the current 
detection is confined 
to wild birds, H5N1 
has caused devastat-
ing poultry outbreaks 
overseas, often lead-
ing to large-scale de-
population programs, 
trade disruptions and 
production losses. 

Australia’s poultry 
industry has been 
preparing for this 
event for several years 
through surveillance, 
biosecurity upgrades 
and emergency re-
sponse exercises.

Current government 
response

Federal and state 
governments activated 
established H5 prepar-
edness plans immedi-
ately following confir-
mation. 

Measures include:
•	Increased surveil-

lance of wild birds and 
poultry

•	Enhanced testing 
around the detection 
area

•	Coordination be-
tween federal, state 
and industry biosecu-
rity agencies

•	Ongoing tracing 
and monitoring of po-
tential wildlife spread 
pathways

•	Preparedness ar-
rangements for rapid 
containment should 
poultry become in-
fected.

The Federal Govern-
ment has stated that 
more than $113 mil-
lion has been invested 
in H5 preparedness ac-
tivities in recent years, 
including surveillance, 
response planning and 
biosecurity measures.
Biosecurity actions 
producers should 
implement  
immediately

The risk to poultry 
remains low but has 
increased following 

confirmation of H5N1 
on the mainland.

Producers should:
•	Restrict contact 

between poultry and 
wild birds

•	Ensure sheds, feed 
storage and water sup-
plies are protected 
from wild bird access

•	Minimise standing 
water that attracts wa-
terfowl

•	Strengthen visi-
tor and vehicle  
biosecurity controls

n What Australian poultry producers need to know

The brown skua migratory bird that later died of H5N1 AI, pictured at Esperance Wildlife Hospital.

* continued P6
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A LONG-term fan and 
supporter of the Slow 
Food Movement, I was 
saddened to learn of 
the May 21 death of its 
founder, the enigmatic 
Italian activist and au-
thor Carlo Petrini, at 76 
years of age.

The visionary lead-
er behind the global 
movement for good, 
clean and fair food for 
all has left an enduring 
legacy.

Born in 1949 in the 
town of Bra in Pied-
mont, Petrini was a 
gastronome, journalist, 
writer and a tireless ad-
vocate for a food sys-
tem that is sustainable 
and just.

On July 26, 1986, 
Arcigola was founded 
(later to become Slow 
Food Italy), an expe-
rience that quickly 
spread across the coun-
try and beyond. 

On December 9, 1989 
in Paris, the Slow Food 
Manifesto was signed 
by more than 20 del-
egations from around 
the world and Petrini 
was elected president, a 
role he held until 2022.

Thanks to his far-
sighted vision, Petrini 
played a decisive role 
in the development of 

Slow Food, inventing 
and promoting its pro-
jects, which have now 
acquired great interna-
tional visibility.

From the outset, he 
played a decisive role in 

shaping Slow Food, not 
simply as an organisa-
tion but as a movement, 
articulating its guiding 
philosophy – food that 
is ‘good, clean and 
fair’ – as a unifying 

framework capable of 
bridging cultures and 
geographies. 

This principle be-
came the foundation 
for a new way of un-
derstanding food – not 
merely as nourishment 
but as a matter of en-
vironmental sustain-
ability, cultural identity 
and social justice.

Under his leadership, 
Slow Food evolved 
from a small group 
of friends in the Ital-
ian countryside in the 
1980s into an inter-
nationally renowned 

Slow Food Movement lives on
Cant

Comment  
by BRENDON CANT

The infected brown skua was found on Le Grand Beach and a giant 
petrel on Wylie Beach.

H5N1 bird flu detection here 
and what Australian poultry 
producers need to know

•	Review staff pro-
cedures for cleaning 
and disinfection

•	Monitor flocks 
closely for clinical 
signs

•	Report unusual 
mortality or disease 
immediately.
Signs that require 
immediate  
investigation

Report immediate-
ly if birds show:

•	Sudden increases 
in mortality

•	Sharp drops in 
feed or water con-
sumption

•	Severe respiratory 
signs

•	Swelling of the 
head, comb or wat-
tles

•	Nervous signs
•	Significant reduc-

tions in egg produc-
tion.

Western Australian 
guidance notes that 
mortality exceeding 
0.5 percent per day 
for three consecu-
tive days, persistent 
respiratory disease 
or neurological signs 
should trigger urgent 
veterinary investiga-
tion.
Market and trade 
implications

There are cur-

rently no restrictions 
on poultry products 
arising from this 
wildlife detection. 

Australia’s poultry 
and egg industries 
remain free from 
H5N1 infection. 

However, industry 
participants should 
expect heightened 
surveillance, in-
creased reporting 
requirements and 
close scrutiny from 
trading partners 
while authorities 
assess whether the 
virus has spread be-
yond the initial de-
tection area.
Human health 
considerations

The public health 
risk remains low. 

Human infections 
are rare and general-
ly occur after close 
contact with infect-
ed birds or contami-
nated environments. 

Poultry meat and 
eggs remain safe to 
eat when handled 
and cooked prop-
erly. 

Producers and 
farm staff should 
continue using ap-
propriate personal 
protective equip-
ment when handling 
sick or dead birds.

Bottom line
The confirmation 

of H5N1 in wild 
seabirds in West-
ern Australia and 
South Australia is a 
significant biosecu-
rity event because 
it marks the first 
mainland detec-
tion of the globally 
circulating highly 
pathogenic strain. 

At present, the 
virus has not been 
detected in com-
mercial poultry or 
backyard flocks but 
the risk environment 
for Australian poul-
try producers has 
changed. 

Enhanced biosecu-
rity, rapid disease 
reporting and close 
flock surveillance 
are now critical to 
protecting Austral-
ia’s poultry indus-
try from potential 
spread.

For more informa-
tion, scan the QR 
code below. 

* from P5

Slow Food Movement founder Carlo Petrini long led the way.

* continued P7

The author’s appreciation of the Slow Food Movement is regularly 
evidenced by cooking fresh produce in his home kitchen with his slow 
cooker. 

https://poultrynews.com.au
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/campaigns/birdflu?utm_source=Department+of+Agriculture%2C+Fisheries+and+Forestry&utm_campaign=55d7308a12-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_10_01_01_13_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-1a50ff2316-507058025#h5_detection
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Increase Productivity & Lower 
Power Consumption this winter 

CONTACT US TODAY

PH 1300 059 003

Side Blinds Shade Options

ELIMINATE DRAUGHTS AND ENSURE PROPER VENTILATION

Brooder Curtains

Thermal Blinds

Fan Covers

Air Baffles

Check side blinds for tears, wear, or loose fastenings. Ensure 
blinds close tightly along the full length of the shed.

Inspect end wall curtains for gaps, damage, or loose fixings 
that may allow cold air to enter the shed.

Check brooder curtains for holes, worn stitching, and 
proper floor sealing to maintain warm brooding zones.

Confirm air control curtains open and close evenly and are 
not sagging or damaged, allowing proper regulation of 
incoming air.

Inspect fan covers to ensure they seal tightly when fans are 
off, preventing cold air infiltration.

Shed Sealing Checklist

EM sales@polytex.net.au 

REDUCE HEATING COSTS

global network ac-
tive in more than 160 
countries. 

Petrini was instru-
mental in develop-
ing key initiatives 
that transformed the 
movement’s vision 
into concrete action. 

Among these, the 
organisation of Ter-
ra Madre in 2004 
stands out as a mile-
stone – a gathering 
of food communities 
bringing together 
farmers, fishers, 
artisans, chefs and 
academics – giving 
voice to those often 
marginalised in the 
global food system. 

Terra Madre has 
continued to be 
the beating heart 
of Slow Food ever 
since, enabling the 
movement to spread 
far and wide in more 
than 160 countries. 

Among his many 
achievements is the 
creation of the Uni-
versity of Gastro-
nomic Sciences in 
Pollenzo, Italy – the 
first academic in-
stitution to offer an 
interdisciplinary ap-
proach to food stud-
ies. 

Since its found-
ing, the University 
of Gastronomic Sci-
ences has trained 
approximately 4000 
gastronomes from 
100 countries. 

Over the years, 
Petrini shared his vi-
sion through a series 
of influential books 
that helped bring the 
principles of Slow 
Food to a global au-
dience. 

Beginning with 
The Reasons for 
Taste (2001), his 
work consistently ex-
plored the cultural, 
social and environ-
mental dimensions 
of food. 

In Slow Food 
Revolution (2005), 
co-written with jour-
nalist Gigi Padovani, 
he recounted the ori-
gins and growth of 
the movement.

While Good, Clean 
and Fair: Principles 
of a New Gastron-
omy (2005) laid out 
the foundations of 
‘eco-gastronomy’ – 
a concept that reso-
nated worldwide and 
was translated into 
numerous languages.

On July 16, 2022, 
the eighth Interna-
tional Congress of 
Slow Food began a 
new phase of regen-
eration, which was 
strongly supported 
by its founder. 

Congress delegates 
elected new glob-
al leaders to guide 
Slow Food into the 
future. 

In the words of 
Carlo Petrini, “The 
role of food as the 

main culprit in envi-
ronmental disaster is 
emerging ever more 
loudly and clearly.” 

“Our movement, 
which has been 
working for 30 years 
to ensure good, clean 
and fair food, must 
have the courage to 
take a leading po-
litical role in curbing 
this trend, which has 
catastrophic implica-
tions. 

“We need gov-
ernance that leaves 
space for new gen-
erations. 

“We must be able 
to combine the new 
with our history. 

“The path taken 
so far has allowed 
us to achieve goals 
that once seemed 
unattainable and has 
made us what we 
are. 

“However, today’s 
world is profoundly 
different from the 
one that saw the 
beginnings of our 
movement. 

“We must therefore 
welcome and allow 
ourselves to be di-
rected by the crea-
tivity and intuition 
of new individuals 
capable of interpret-
ing the present and 
outlining the trajec-
tory that will allow 
the achievement of 
future goals.” 

Never having 
been a fan or pur-
chaser of fast foods, 
I love recalling that 
Petrini first came to 
prominence in 1986 
for taking part in a 
campaign protesting 
against the fast-food 
chain McDonalds 
when it opened in 
Rome near the Span-
ish Steps.

Rather than car-
rying traditional 
signs, Petrini and his 
friends handed out 
bowls of penne pas-
ta to protesters and 
passersby. 

Their slogan, “We 
don’t want fast food... 
we want slow food!”

It became known 
as the ‘spaghetti pro-
test’.

Despite the ral-
lies and political ef-
forts, the restaurant 
remained open and 
still operates today. 

Decades later, 
Rome and other Ital-
ian cities continue 
to restrict fast-food 
chains near histori-
cal monuments (such 
as the Baths of Cara-
calla), prioritising lo-
cal culinary heritage.

Buying and eating 
local, as best I can 
and as best as I can 
afford, has long been 
my culinary mantra.

Along with that, 
my slow cooker is 
the ‘tool’ that keeps 
my cooking (and eat-
ing) slow. 

Slow Food Movement lives on
* from P6 THE Poultry Research 

Foundation, in con-
junction with WPSA 
Australian Branch, 
cordially invites you to 
attend the thirty-eighth 
annual Australian Poul-
try Science Symposium 
to be held at the Uni-
versity of Sydney Busi-
ness School, Belinda 
Hutchinson Building, 
Camperdown Campus 
Monday to Wednesday 
February 1-3, 2027.

APSS is the premier 
avian science confer-
ence in Australia, at-
tracting delegates from 
across the country and 
around the world. 

In 2027, our confer-
ence will focus on an 
overarching theme of 
‘Harnessing mechanis-
tic science to drive per-
formance’.

The symposium will 

return as an exclusively 
face-to-face event at 
the University of Syd-
ney Business School, 
building on the record 
attendance and paper 
submissions of 2026. 

The state-of-the-art 
venue features a spa-
cious, tiered lecture 
theatre, breakout spaces 

and dedicated areas for 
informal networking 
and social interaction.

The 2027 official 
three-day scientific pro-
gram will revert back 
to the traditional Mon-
day morning start, with 
delegate check-in com-
mencing from 7am – 
this will give us time in 

the program to be able 
to finish at afternoon 
teatime on the Wednes-
day for those needing to 
make flights.

Attendees can look 
forward to an excep-
tional program of in-
vited speakers address-
ing high-priority topics 
under a unifying theme. 

A comprehensive so-
cial program will run 
alongside the presenta-
tions, offering numer-
ous opportunities to 
connect, collaborate 
and exchange ideas 
throughout the event.

For more information, 
scan the QR code. 
APSS 2027

Australian Poultry Science Symposium 2027

https://poultrynews.com.au
mailto:sales@polytex.net.au
https://apss.sydney.edu.au
https://apss.sydney.edu.au
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A NEW Adelaide 
University study is 
challenging long-held 
assumptions about 
women in agriculture, 
revealing that many 
women involved in 
farming businesses do 
not identify with the 
traditional ‘farmer’ 
label, despite playing 
critical roles in the suc-
cess of modern farms.

Published in the 
Journal of Rural 
Studies, the research 
found that while some 

women strongly em-
brace the title, others 
are rejecting it, want-
ing to be recognised 
for their business and 
professional skills.

From the School 
of Agriculture, Food 
and Wine, author Dr 
Emily Buddle said 
the findings highlight 
the growing complex-
ity of contemporary 
farming businesses 
and the need to re-
think how women’s 
work in agriculture is 
recognised.

“When we talk about 
women’s role in farm-
ing businesses, the 
default assumption is 
often that they simply 
want to be recognised 
as farmers in their 
own right,” Dr Buddle 
said.

“My research sug-
gests the reality is 
much more nuanced. 

“Many women are 
not seeking the title of 
farmer. 

“Instead, they want 
recognition for the 
important and often 
highly specialised 
work they contribute 
to farming business-
es.”

The study involved 
focus groups with 27 
women from South 
Australian farming 
enterprises and iden-
tified a spectrum of 
identities, ranging 
from women who saw 
themselves as ‘big-F 
Farmers’ to those who 
described themselves 
as ‘little-f farmers’ or 
rejected the label al-
together.

Women who identi-
fied as ‘big-F Farm-
ers’ typically under-
took day-to-day pad-
dock work and saw 
farming as central to 
their sense of self. 

Others felt their pri-
mary contribution lay 
elsewhere – manag-
ing administration, 
finance, compliance, 
human resources and 
business operations.

Several participants 
described these re-
sponsibilities as run-
ning the farm’s ‘con-
trol room’ – work that 
is increasingly essen-
tial as farming busi-
nesses become larger, 

more complex and 
more heavily regu-
lated.

“The nature of farm-
ing has changed dra-
matically over recent 
decades,” Dr Buddle 
said. 

“As farms have 
grown in size and be-
come more reliant on 
global markets, the 
demands of adminis-
tration, risk manage-
ment, compliance and 
employment have also 
increased. 

“Many women are 
bringing professional 
skills developed in 
other careers to help 
run multimillion-dol-
lar businesses.”

Historically, women 
often balanced do-
mestic responsibilities 
alongside farm work. 

Today, many are 
managing sophisticat-
ed business functions 
that underpin farm 
productivity and prof-
itability.

“While women have 
long been responsible 
for the control room 
of the farm, the con-
trol room itself has 
changed,” Dr Buddle 
said.

“No longer are wom-
en simply milking 
cows, preserving pro-
duce, raising children 
and completing the 
tax return. 

“They are helping to 
manage complex busi-
nesses, yet much of 
that work remains un-
seen, unremunerated 
and under-appreciat-
ed.”

The research also 
found that women 
overwhelmingly re-
jected the term 
‘farmer’s wife’, with 
participants express-
ing frustration at be-
ing defined by their 
husband’s occupation 
rather than their own 
contributions.

Dr Buddle said the 
persistence of the la-
bel reflects broader 
social expectations 
that continue to shape 
life in regional Aus-
tralia.

“Many women have 
their own profes-
sional identities, skills 
and expertise, yet the 
‘farmer’s wife’ trope 

remains surprisingly 
strong,” she said.

“The women in our 
study wanted to be 
recognised as indi-
viduals contributing 
to the success of their 
farming businesses, 
not simply as support-
ers standing beside a 
farmer.”

According to Dr 
Buddle, the findings 
have important impli-
cations for creating a 
more inclusive agri-
cultural sector.

She argues that rec-
ognising women sole-
ly through the farmer 
lens risks overlooking 
the diversity of roles 
they perform and the 
different ways they 
experience life within 
farming businesses.

“The image of 
a farmer remains 
strongly associated 
with traditional sym-
bols such as tractors, 
Akubras and paddock 
work,” Dr Buddle 
said.

“Many women don’t 
see themselves re-
flected in that image, 
even though they are 
essential to the opera-
tion of the business.

“If we want a more 
inclusive agricultural 
sector, we need to 
move beyond a one-
size-fits-all under-
standing of what it 
means to contribute to 
farming. 

“Recognition should 
reflect the diverse 
skills, expertise and 
identities that women 
bring to Australian 
farming businesses.”

The study ‘Little-f 
farmer, big-F Farmer, 
or not at all? Questions 
of identity amongst 
Australian farming 
women’ is published 
in the Journal of Ru-
ral Studies and can 
be viewed in full by 
scanning the QR code 
below. 
Adelaide University

Women redefining what it means to be a farmer
Many women are bringing professional skills developed in other careers to help run multimil-
lion-dollar businesses.

Women who identified as ‘big-F Farmers’ typically undertook day-to-
day paddock work and saw farming as central to their sense of self. 

The image of a farmer remains strongly associated with traditional sym-
bols such as tractors, Akubras and paddock work. Many women don’t 
see themselves reflected in that image.

https://poultrynews.com.au
mailto:sales@titanfan.com.au
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S074301672600238X
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Turning poultry poo into profit
FOR many poultry 
producers, litter is a by-
product that requires 
careful management. 

However, for Gipp-
sland farmer Chris 
Freney it has become 
the foundation of a re-
newable energy and 
circular economy pro-
ject that could reduce 
costs and diversify his 
business.

Chris is currently de-
veloping an ambitious 
anaerobic digestion fa-
cility through his busi-
ness C-Loop, which 
will convert poultry lit-
ter into renewable elec-
tricity, industrial gases 
and valuable agricul-
tural inputs, while ad-
dressing a growing en-
vironmental challenge 
facing the industry.

Chris is among a 
lineup of innovative 
producers and industry 
leaders speaking at the 
National Renewables 
in Agriculture Confer-
ence in Orange, NSW 
on August 12. 

His experience offers 
a practical example of 
how renewable energy, 
circular economy prin-
ciples and commercial 
agriculture can work 
hand in hand to create 
new opportunities for 
Australian farming. 

Other speakers will 
cover battery storage, 
solar pumping, electric 
farm vehicles, biofuels, 
making money off the 
distribution network 
and making green ni-
trogen with renewa-
bles. 

The event is so popu-
lar, it sold out each of 
the past two years.

Chris said, “I make 
about 10,000 tonnes of 
litter every year.”

“The system has been 
designed for 35,000 
tonnes, so we’ll be 

looking to secure an ad-
ditional 25,000 tonnes 
from other poultry 
farms in the region.”

The project relies on 
technology and en-
gineering expertise 
sourced from Germany, 
a country widely recog-
nised for its leadership 
in biogas and anaerobic 
digestion systems.

“They are just so 
good at it,” Chris said. 

“The German engi-
neering company has 
provided a perfor-
mance guarantee for 
the digestion process. 

“I’d rather rely on 
their knowledge and 
expertise because 
they’ve been doing this 
successfully for a long 
time.”

Chris is optimistic 
that construction and 
commissioning will 
begin before the end of 
the calendar year.

The system has been 
designed around three 
separate revenue sourc-
es, creating a stronger 
commercial proposi-
tion.

The first revenue 
stream is electricity 
generation. 

Methane produced 
through the digestion 
process will fuel an 
internal combustion 
engine, generating ap-
proximately 8.5MW 
of dispatchable elec-
tricity.

Around half of the 
electricity generated 
will be used on-farm, 
reducing costs across 
the poultry operation. 

The remaining elec-
tricity will be sold 
through a retailer.

Importantly, the focus 
is on delivering elec-
tricity when the market 
needs it most.

“Our focus is a relia-
ble 5pm-11pm supply,” 
Chris said. 

“We can provide this 
365 days a year.”

“We’re focusing on 
the things solar and 
wind can’t do. 

“There is a premium 
in the market for relia-
ble power during those 
evening peak periods.”

The second revenue 
stream comes from 
carbon dioxide cap-
tured during the diges-
tion process. 

Rather than releas-
ing the gas, it will be 
separated and sold into 
industrial markets.

Offtake agreements 
are already in place, 
with applications rang-
ing from poultry pro-
cessing through to food 
packaging and red meat 
processing.

The third revenue 
stream is perhaps the 
most unique. 

Nutrients recovered 
from the digestion pro-
cess will support algae 
and spirulina produc-
tion, creating inputs for 
food dyes.

Together these three 
revenue streams have 
been critical in satisfy-
ing financiers that the 
project is commercially 
viable.

“For other farmers, 
energy alone often isn’t 
enough to make these 
projects work,” Chris 
said. 

“The key is creating 
multiple products and 
having offtake agree-
ments in place.”

Notably, the project 
is proceeding without 
grants or subsidies, a 
point Chris believes 
demonstrates its com-
mercial strength.

The business is also 
trialling the replace-
ment of LPG heating 
systems with electric 
heat pumps in poultry 
sheds as part of a wider 
electrification program. 

Preliminary results 
are encouraging. 

The trial is expected 
to reduce LPG con-
sumption by as much 
as 85 percent.

However, the farmer 
remains focused on 
commercial outcomes 
rather than simply 
adopting technology 
for technology’s sake.

“The issue isn’t 
whether I can save that 
amount of LPG,” Chris 
said. 

“The question is the 
capital outlay. 

“Can I spend this 
much on a system and 
pay it off within five 
years? 

“That’s my threshold.
“If you throw enough 

money at something, 
you can do it, but it has 
to be commercial. 

“I’m looking forward 
to sharing our story at 
the conference in Au-
gust and hearing what 
other farmers are up 
to.”

The conference web-
site is renewablesinag 
conference.com.au 

n Gippsland farmer leads the way on circular agriculture
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• Biofuels and future farm machinery
• Bioenergy
• Battery technologies 

• Hear how a Victorian poultry farmer is 
using floating solar and chicken litter 
to cut energy costs.

Hear from farmers and industry experts on:

National  
Renewables  
in Agriculture  
THE GREENHOUSE, ORANGE NSW
12 AUGUST 2026

renewablesinagconference.com.au

REAL CASE STUDIES FROM FARMERS

REGISTER HERE

LIMITED SEATS
Chris Freney, a Gippsland poultry farmer, will 
speak about how renewable energy, circular 
economy principles and commercial agricul-
ture can work hand in hand to create new 
opportunities for Australian farming.

A NATIONWIDE 
surveillance program 
has found antimicro-
bial resistance levels 
in Australian retail 
chicken meat remain 
low, reinforcing con-
fidence in the poultry 
industry’s antimicro-
bial stewardship prac-
tices and regulatory 
controls.

The findings come 
from a comprehen-
sive Food Standards 
Australia New Zea-
land surveillance re-
port covering 2022-
23, which assessed 
antimicrobial resist-
ance in bacteria iso-
lated from fresh retail 
meat. 

The study examined 
2005 chicken meat 
samples collected 
over a 40-week peri-
od from outlets across 
all Australian states 
and territories.

According to the 
report, the public 
health risk associated 
with antimicrobial-
resistant bacteria in 
fresh chicken meat is 
considered very low 
when standard food 
handling and hygiene 
practices are fol-
lowed.

The survey found 
high levels of sus-
ceptibility to tested 
antimicrobial classes 
among the majority of 
bacteria isolated from 
poultry meat. 

Salmonella was de-
tected in 8.7 percent 

of samples, with 92 
percent of isolates 
fully susceptible to all 
antimicrobials tested. 

Importantly, no mul-
tidrug-resistant sal-
monella isolates were 
identified.

Among key indica-
tor bacteria used to 
monitor resistance 
trends, 65.6 percent 
of escherichia coli 
isolates and 47.1 per-
cent of enterococcus 
faecalis isolates were 
fully susceptible to all 
tested antimicrobials. 

Multidrug resistance 
levels remained low 
at 7.4 percent and 1.1 
percent respectively.

The report also 
highlighted the con-
tinued effectiveness 
of Australia’s ap-
proach to preserving 
critically important 
antimicrobials used 
in human medicine.

No resistance was 
detected in e coli or 
salmonella to several 
important last-resort 
treatments, including 
meropenem, colistin 
and amikacin. 

Resistance to third-
generation cepha-
losporins was also 
found to be negligible. 

Similarly, entero-
coccus faecalis and 
enterococcus faecium 
isolates showed no 
resistance to critical 
human health antimi-
crobials such as van-
comycin and teicopla-
nin.

The findings under-

score the effectiveness 
of Australia’s strict 
regulatory framework 
and responsible anti-
microbial use prac-
tices throughout the 
poultry production 
chain.

One area identified 
for ongoing monitor-
ing was campylobac-
ter jejuni, which was 
isolated from 35.3 
percent of chicken 
meat samples. 

The bacterium 
showed a 16 percent 
resistance rate to cip-
rofloxacin, a fluoro-
quinolone antimicro-
bial.

Researchers noted 
that this finding mir-
rors trends observed 
internationally and is 
particularly notewor-
thy because fluoro-
quinolones have never 
been approved for use 
in food-producing 
animals in Australia. 

This suggests the re-
sistance is maintained 
through mechanisms 
unrelated to local an-
timicrobial use.

Overall, the report 
concluded that bacte-
ria present on Aus-
tralian retail poultry 
meat remain highly 
susceptible to an-
tibiotics and pose a 
very low risk to pub-
lic health, providing 
further evidence of 
the poultry sector’s 
strong performance 
in antimicrobial stew-
ardship and food safe-
ty. 

Low AMR risk in Australian chicken

https://poultrynews.com.au
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MAY 16, 2026, saw the 
Rare Poultry Breeders’ 
Association hold its 
twentieth annual show 
at Maitland Show-
ground in NSW. 

This year, the show 
attracted 575 entries, 
an increase of over 60 
entries on last year, 
with exhibitors travel-
ling from many areas 
of NSW, Queensland 
and ACT. 

A special feature of 
this twentieth anni-
versary show was be-
ing able to obtain the 
services of one of the 
judges who adjudicated 

at the association’s in-
augural show in 2006.

This year’s feature 
breed – the Leghorn 
– came from the rare 
varieties section of the 
show. 

While most poultry 
people are familiar 
with the once ubiqui-
tous White Leghorn, 
it comes as a surprise 
to many that the Leg-
horn is standardised in 
a large variety of col-
ours, many of which 
are now rarely seen in 
large fowl and only oc-
casionally seen in the 
bantam variety of the 
breed. 

A Buff Leghorn cock-
erel was judged to be 
the best of the large 
fowl on display, while 
a Crele Leghorn cock-
erel was awarded the 
prize for best bantam 
Leghorn.

Among the outstand-
ing birds on display this 
year were Araucanas, 
Dorkings, Polish, Su-
matras and Cayuga 
ducks, while Belgian 
Bantams were shown 
in Barbu d’Uccle, Bar-
bu d’Anvers and Barbu 
de Watermael varieties. 

The Araucana is the 
only breed in the Aus-
tralian standards hav-
ing its origin in South 
America. 

It is one of the few 
pure breeds noted for 
laying a blue or green 
shelled egg and occurs 
in both a large fowl and 
bantam form. 

The Dorking is rec-
ognised as being one 

of the oldest purebred 
breeds in the standards, 
birds fitting the de-
scription of a Dorking 
having been recorded 
from Roman times in 
Britain. 

The Sumatra has a 
long history of being 
present in Australia 
but, for all intents and 
purposes, had died out 
here in the latter half of 
the twentieth century. 

It saw renewed inter-
est with the importa-
tion of hatching eggs 
through the Spotswood 
Quarantine facility in 
2014. 

This breed sometimes 
sports a somewhat 
unique feature among 
the breeds present in 
Australia in that they 
can have multiple spurs 
on each leg. 

The Cayuga ducks 
always attract attention 
with the beetle green 
sheen on their black 
plumage. 

This breed originated 
in the US and was orig-
inally considered to be 
a table bird. 

However, the black 
pin feathers left after 
plucking were against 
it in this regard, and 
ducks with white plum-
age came to dominate 
the table duckling sec-
tor, rendering the Ca-
yuga to the ranks of a 
minority breed. 

In Australia, the Bel-
gian Bantams basically 
consist of three sepa-
rate breeds, which are 
all united by a common 
origin in Belgium. 

They are easily dis-
tinguished by the fol-
lowing characteristics 
– the Barbu d’Uccle 
is feather legged and 
has a single comb, the 
Barbu d’Anvers has 
non-feathered legs and 
a rose comb, while the 
Barbu de Watermael 
has a small crest and 
non-feathered legs.

An outstanding White 
Crested Black Polish 
bantam cockerel won 
the award for Champi-
on Rare Breed in Show 
and went on to take the 
award for Champion 
Bird in Show, while a 
black Araucana cock-
erel was awarded the 
prize for Champion 
Rare Breed Large. 

In the Rare varieties 
section, a Blue Quail 
Barbu d’Anvers won 
the Champion Ban-
tam award, with a Blue 
Australorp winning the 
award for Champion 
Rare Variety Large and 
Champion Rare Vari-
ety Overall. 

A Dusky Mallard 
Australian Call duck 
won the award for 
Champion Waterfowl, 
with a Cayuga winning 
reserve in this section. 

Champion Goose was 
a Brown Chinese and 
Champion Turkey was 
a Black male. 

The Juniors section 
was hotly contested 
with some excellent 
quality birds on display, 
with the winner being a 
Cayuga duck.

The Rare Poultry 
Breeders’ Association 
annual show will be 
held again next year on 
Saturday May 15, 2027. 

For more informa-
tion about the associa-
tion, visit our website 
at www.rarepoultry 
breedersassociation.
com or contact the 
club secretary at sec 
retary@rarepoultry 
breedersassociation.
com 

Rare Poultry Breeders Annual Show 2026

Champion Bird in Show was a White Crested Black Polish bantam cockerel. This bird also won 
the Champion Rare Breed Bantam award for exhibitor Ben Westhead, who travelled from 
Queensland for the show.

Rare 
Breeds 

by GRANT ANDREWS

Champion Rare Variety Bantam was a Blue Quail Barbu d’Anvers pullet. 

Reserve Champion Rare Breed large fowl was a partridge Welsummer 
cockerel, which also won the perpetual trophy for Reserve Champion 
Barnevelder or Welsummer.
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R E S E A R C H E R S 
in the US have de-
veloped new vaccine 
candidates targeting 
avian metapneumovi-
rus subtype B, a res-
piratory disease that 
has caused signifi-
cant production losses 
across the US poultry 
sector.

Scientists from the 
Animal Disease Re-
search and Diagnostic 
Laboratory at South 
Dakota State Univer-
sity announced they 
have successfully de-
veloped both live and 
killed vaccine candi-
dates against the vi-
rus, which has affect-
ed commercial turkey 
and chicken opera-
tions in several ma-
jor poultry-producing 
regions.

The research team, 
led by assistant pro-
fessors Sunil Mor and 
Tamer Sharafeldin, 
was among the first 
to identify a rapidly 
spreading respira-
tory disease outbreak 
in US poultry flocks 
during early 2024. 

The outbreak was 
linked to avian metap-
neumovirus subtypes 
A and B, marking the 
first detection of these 
highly pathogenic 

strains in the US.
While subtype C 

had been identified 
previously in the US, 
the emergence of sub-
types A and B raised 
concerns across the 
industry due to their 
ability to cause sig-
nificant respiratory 
disease and produc-
tion losses.

“Emerging subtypes 
A and B are causing 
huge economic losses 
to the poultry indus-
try,” Prof Mor said. 

“We are expediting 
our efforts to pro-
vide the first vaccine 
based on a US field 
strain that will pro-
vide better protection 
to birds, hence will 
be helpful in sustain-
ability of US poultry 
production.”

The researchers de-
veloped three live 
vaccine candidates 
with varying levels of 
attenuation and evalu-
ated their safety and 
effectiveness in chick-
ens. 

The medium-pas-
sage vaccine candi-
date delivered the 
strongest protection, 
including complete 
clearance of the virus 
in trial birds.

Both the live and 
killed vaccine can-

didates also demon-
strated strong safety 
and efficacy results in 
commercial turkeys.

Further laboratory 
studies and field tri-
als are planned to 
confirm the vaccines’ 
effectiveness against 
aMPV subtype A 
and to support future 
commercial develop-
ment.

For poultry produc-
ers, the work high-
lights the ongoing 
importance of sur-
veillance and vac-
cine development in 
managing emerging 
respiratory diseases 
that can impact bird 
health, flock perfor-
mance and profitabil-
ity.

Prof Sharafeldin 
said ongoing moni-
toring would remain 
critical even if vacci-
nation becomes wide-
ly adopted.

“Developing vac-
cines is not going to 
be the only objective,” 
he said. 

“Continued monitor-
ing of new variants 
due to vaccine pres-
sure will ensure the 
preparedness for any 
future outbreak due to 
emerging variants.”

The project has been 
funded by the US 

Poultry & Egg Asso-
ciation and the US-
Poultry Foundation 
and will now move in-
to pre-clinical evalua-
tion and field testing.

The economic im-
pact of the disease has 
been substantial. 

According to the 
Minnesota Turkey 
Growers Association, 
producers in Minne-
sota alone lost an esti-
mated 2.2 million tur-
keys to avian metap-
neumovirus during 
2024, resulting in ap-
proximately A$158.5 
million in losses.

While Australia has 
a different disease 
status and biosecu-
rity framework to the 
US, the emergence 
of new aMPV strains 
overseas serves as a 
reminder of the im-
portance of strong 
surveillance, biosecu-
rity and preparedness 
programs across the 
poultry industry.

The development 
of effective vaccines 
against emerging res-
piratory diseases re-
mains an important 
tool for maintaining 
flock health and sup-
porting long-term 
productivity in com-
mercial poultry pro-
duction systems. 

US develops vaccine for 
avian metapneumovirus
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AUSTRALIA’S pork 
and poultry industries 
are among the food 
sectors being closely 
watched as the Federal 
Government examines 
growing pressures on 
plastic packaging sup-
ply chains and the po-
tential role of recycling 
and packaging reform 
in strengthening food 
security.

Federal Environ-
ment Minister Mur-
ray Watt, Agriculture 
Minister Julie Collins 
and Industry Minister 
Tim Ayres recently 
convened an industry 
roundtable involving 
representatives from 
the red meat, poul-
try, dairy, food and 
grocery, plastics and 
packaging sectors to 
discuss the impact of 
global supply chain 
disruptions on Aus-
tralia’s access to plas-
tic packaging materi-
als.

For pork and poultry 
producers, processors 
and retailers, reliable 

access to plastic pack-
aging remains critical 
for product protec-
tion, shelf life, food 
safety and distribution 
throughout domestic 
and export markets.

The discussions were 
prompted by concerns 
that ongoing conflict 
in the Middle East is 
affecting global fuel, 
polymer and plastic 
resin supply chains, 
creating potential risks 
for industries that de-
pend on packaging 
materials.

The ministers said the 
roundtable explored 
both immediate supply 
chain challenges and 
longer-term solutions, 
including the role that 
packaging reform and 
increased domestic re-
cycling capacity could 
play in improving sup-
ply resilience.

The growing focus 
on packaging high-
lights its importance 
not only as a food 
safety and product in-
tegrity tool but also as 
a key component of 

Australia’s food secu-
rity and manufactur-
ing capability.

Industry Minister 
Tim Ayres said the 
government was ac-
tively monitoring risks 
across several critical 
supply chains, includ-
ing polymers and plas-
tic resins used in food 
packaging.

“My department is 
very focused on moni-
toring supply chains – 
from urea stocks and 
risks in Australia’s pol-
ymer and plastic resin 
supply – to make sure 
government has the in-
formation it needs to 
make good decisions 
in Australia’s national 
interest,” he said.

“Plastic packaging is 
critical for Australia’s 
food security and we 
are keeping a close eye 
on supplies to make 
sure Australian indus-
try, producers and con-
sumers aren’t caught 
short.”

For the pork and 
poultry sectors, pack-
aging is a vital link 
between processing 
plants and consumers. 

Any disruption to 
packaging availability 
can have significant 
implications for pro-
duction scheduling, in-
ventory management, 
distribution and retail 
supply.

Agriculture Minis-
ter Julie Collins said 
collaboration between 
government and indus-
try would be essential 
in addressing emerg-
ing challenges.

“We know plastic 
packaging is an im-
portant part of getting 
food to Australians 
and supporting our 
food security more 
broadly, which is why 
this kind of collabo-
ration is critical,” she 
said.

The discussion also 
reflected growing 
recognition that food 
production systems are 
increasingly depend-
ent on secure access to 
manufacturing inputs 
beyond the farm gate, 

including packaging 
materials, transport 
fuels and processing 
infrastructure.

Environment Minis-
ter Murray Watt said 
the roundtable provid-
ed an opportunity for 
industry participants 
to share their experi-
ences of current supply 
chain pressures.

“This roundtable fa-
cilitated an important 
conversation with in-
dustry to understand 
their firsthand experi-
ence of impacts being 
felt within Australia’s 
plastic packaging sup-
ply chain,” he said.

“Reducing and re-
sponsibly managing 
plastic waste through 
recycling is a priority 
for the Albanese Gov-
ernment and, where 
this can help increase 
food security for Aus-
tralians, there is a dou-
ble benefit.”

The government 
highlighted a range 
of existing initiatives 
designed to strengthen 
supply chain resil-
ience, including the 
$7.5 billion Fuel and 
Fertiliser Security Fa-
cility, expanded fuel 
reserves, fertiliser im-
port arrangements and 
more than $200 mil-
lion invested through 
the Recycling Mod-
ernisation Fund.

For Australia’s pork 
and poultry industries, 
the roundtable signals 
increasing government 
recognition that pack-
aging supply, recycling 
infrastructure and do-
mestic manufacturing 
capability are becom-
ing important compo-
nents of national food 
security planning.

As supply chains 
remain vulnerable to 
global disruptions, in-
dustry stakeholders are 
likely to see greater 
attention placed on se-
curing access to pack-
aging materials and 
expanding Australia’s 
capacity to recycle and 
manufacture packag-
ing products domesti-
cally. 

The roundtable explored both immediate plastic packaging supply chain challenges and longer-
term solutions. Photo: DCCEEW

The growing focus on packaging highlights its importance not only as 
a food safety and product integrity tool but also as a key component of 
Australia’s food security and manufacturing capability.

NATIONAL
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Packaging supply risks 
draw federal attention
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THE national body 
that represents farm-
ers who produce one 
of Australia’s most im-
portant food proteins 
has marked its tenth 
anniversary.

Egg Farmers of 
Australia advocates 
as the voice of the 
nation’s leading free 
range, cage and barn 
laid commercial egg 
producers.

The organisation, 
which began in its 
current form in 2016, 
marked its tenth an-
niversary with an egg 
industry dinner in 
Sydney on June 13.

Egg Farmers of 
Australia chief execu-

tive officer Melinda 
Hashimoto said the 
body had grown from 
strength to strength 
in the past decade as 
consumer demand 
for eggs continued to 
rise.

“EFA advocates at 
a national level on 
keys issues including 
animal welfare, bios-
ecurity, food safety, 
rising costs and gov-
ernment impositions 
that impact on egg 
production,” she said.

Aussie egg farmers 
produce 18.8 million 
eggs a day. 

That equates to 6.8 
billion eggs a year.

“As the cost of liv-

ing rises, eggs remain 
the most affordable 
sources of food pro-
tein available to Aus-
sie families,” Mrs 
Hashimoto said.

“Importantly, eggs 
also have the low-
est carbon footprint 
of any animal food 
protein produced in 
Australia.”

On average every 
Australian eats 259 
eggs per year. 

That is about 16kg 
each.

“In fact, as Egg 
Farmers of Australia 
celebrates its tenth 
year, Aussies now eat 
up to 40 percent more 
eggs than they did 

a decade ago,” Mrs 
Hashimoto said.

A recent national 
survey showed more 
than 83 percent of 
Australians were hap-
py to support sustain-
able commercial egg 
farming.

Currently in Aus-
tralia, the national 
quantity of eggs pro-
duced by state are 
NSW/ACT with 34.1 
percent, Victoria at 26 
percent, Queensland 
24.8 percent, Western 
Australia 9.1 percent, 
South Australia 5 per-
cent and Tasmania 1 
percent. 
Egg Farmers of  
Australia

National egg farming body 
marks tenth anniversary

TASMANIA’S Nich-
ols Poultry has been 
acquired by Ramp 
Tasmania Poultry 
Pty Ltd, securing the 
future of one of the 
state’s best-known 
chicken businesses 
following the collapse 
of parent company 
TasFoods earlier this 
year.

The sale, overseen 
by administrators KP-
MG, ensures the con-
tinuation of operations 
and the retention of all 
Tasmanian employees. 

For the poultry in-
dustry, the transaction 
highlights both the 
challenges posed by 
recent market condi-
tions and the enduring 
value of strong region-
al brands.

TasFoods entered ad-
ministration on March 
11 after a difficult 
trading period that 
coincided with a na-
tionwide oversupply of 
chicken meat, placing 
significant pressure on 
margins and profita-
bility across the sector.

KPMG said the sale 
would allow the busi-
ness to continue op-
erating locally under 
new ownership, pre-
serving jobs and main-
taining continuity for 

customers, suppliers 
and growers.
New chapter for 
Nichols Poultry

As the main operat-
ing business within 
TasFoods, Nichols 
Poultry was central to 
efforts to find a buyer 
capable of maintain-
ing the business as a 
going concern.

The successful ac-
quisition by Tasmania-
based Ramp Tasmania 
Poultry provides the 
company with an op-
portunity to reset un-
der a new ownership 
structure focused on 
local markets, com-
munity connections 
and long-term growth.

Ramp chief executive 
officer Brad McAu-
liffe said the company 
intended to rebuild the 
Nichols brand while 
retaining its Tasma-
nian identity.

Mr McAuliffe said 
the business would re-
turn to its grassroots 
foundations while 
investing in future 
growth opportunities.

His commitment 
that Nichols will of-
fer “Tasmanian food 
for Tasmanian people, 
and we mean it” re-
flects a strategy built 
around local prov-
enance and strong re-

gional connections.
For poultry pro-

ducers, the acquisi-
tion demonstrates the 
continued value con-
sumers place on lo-
cally produced food 
and trusted regional 
brands.
How TasFoods 
reached  
administration

TasFoods was listed 
on the Australian Se-
curities Exchange in 
1999 and built a portfo-
lio of Tasmanian food 
businesses through a 
series of acquisitions.

The company pur-
chased Nichols Poultry 
in 2015 for $9.4 mil-
lion, making it a key 
part of its food produc-
tion portfolio.

However, like many 
smaller food business-
es, TasFoods faced in-
creasing pressure from 
rising operating costs, 
competitive market 
conditions and cyclical 
industry challenges.

The national chicken 
oversupply became a 
major factor affecting 
profitability. 

Increased production 
across the industry, 
combined with softer 
market conditions in 
some channels, con-
tributed to significant 
margin pressure for 

processors and produc-
ers alike.

While Nichols Poul-
try remained a recog-
nised and respected 
brand, the broader 
corporate structure ul-
timately proved unsus-
tainable.

The sale highlights 
an important distinc-
tion often seen in ag-
ribusiness restructures 
– strong operating 
businesses can remain 
viable even when their 
parent companies en-
counter financial dif-
ficulties.
Oversupply lessons 
for the poultry  
industry

The collapse of Tas-
Foods occurred against 
the backdrop of one of 
the most challenging 
periods the Australian 
chicken industry has 
experienced in recent 
years.

An imbalance be-
tween production and 
demand resulted in 
excess supply across 
parts of the market, 
placing downward 
pressure on returns 
throughout the supply 
chain.

For producers, the 
situation reinforced 
the importance of dis-
ciplined production 
planning and close 

alignment between 
supply and market de-
mand.

While industry con-
ditions have begun to 
stabilise, the experi-
ence serves as a re-
minder that poultry 
markets can shift 
rapidly and that busi-
nesses need sufficient 
flexibility to manage 
periods of volatility.

The TasFoods expe-
rience also illustrates 
how smaller operators 
can be particularly 
vulnerable during in-
dustry downturns, es-
pecially when operat-
ing within concentrat-
ed regional markets.
Importance of local 
brands

One of the key rea-
sons Nichols Poultry 
attracted buyer interest 
was the strength of its 
brand and reputation 
within Tasmania.

Consumers continue 
to show strong inter-
est in locally produced 
food, with growing de-
mand for products that 
offer clear provenance, 
traceability and con-
nections to regional 
communities.

For poultry business-
es, this trend presents 
opportunities to dif-
ferentiate products 

Nichols Poultry secures new owner 
following collapse of TasFoods

Ramp chief executive officer Brad McAuliffe.

Ramp intends to rebuild the Nichols brand 
while retaining its Tasmanian identity.

* continued P15
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Safe operator training helps operators work smarter and safer.

AUSTRALIA’S poul-
try farmers already 
know that high-pres-
sure water blasters are 
essential tools for keep-
ing sheds clean. 

Biosecurity needs to 
be tightened and your 
flock kept healthy. 

Aussie Pumps wants 
to ensure the industry 
is getting the most out 
of cleaning equipment 
and operating safely 
with its free online 
course, ‘Aussie Blaster 
Safe Operator Train-
ing’.
Built for real farm 
conditions

Shed washdown be-
tween flocks is de-
manding work. 

Operators are often 
working in confined 
spaces, on wet floors 
and under time pres-
sure to turn sheds 
around quickly. 

That combination of 
factors makes safety 
awareness not only im-
portant but critical. 

The Aussie Blaster 
Safe Operator Training 

course is designed with 
exactly these real-world 
conditions in mind, 
helping poultry farm-
ers and their staff work 
confidently and safely.
What you’ll learn

The course gives 
operators a solid un-
derstanding of how 
high-pressure cleaning 
equipment works.

It includes information 
about the relationship 
between pump pressure 
and flow knowledge 
that’s particularly use-
ful when tackling the 
tough organic matter 
and biosecurity resi-
dues common in the 
poultry industry. 

It also covers:
•	How to identify and 

minimise hazards in 
and around the shed 
environment

•	Routine mainte-
nance checks to keep 
equipment reliable dur-
ing critical clean down 
procedures

•	Safe operating 
practices that protect 
both the operator and 

those working nearby.
Protecting your  
people and your  
operation

A workplace injury 
during washdown 
doesn’t only affect the 
individual.

It can disrupt your en-
tire production cycle. 

Investing a small 
amount of time in train-
ing can prevent costly 
downtime. 

It pays to protect your 
team and give them 
peace of mind that eve-
ryone on the property is 
operating safely.

Aussie Pumps chief 
engineer John Hales 
said: “Our aim is to 
prevent injuries by 
training operators to 
identify hazards and 
understand how the 
equipment works.”

For poultry farmers 
managing tight turna-
round schedules, that 
kind of information is 
invaluable.
Open to all operators 
and all brands

The Aussie Blaster 

Safe Operator Training 
course is free and open 
to users of any high-
pressure water blaster 
brand.

Safe sheds benefit 
everyone in the indus-
try. 

Aussie Pumps own 
range – available in hot 
and cold versions up 
to 500 bar (7300psi) – 
is built with the same 
commitment to safety 
that underpins this 
course.
Get started today

Give your team the 
training they deserve. 

Visit aussiepumps.
com.au or scan the QR 
code below to access 
the free Aussie Blaster 
Safe Operator Training 
course. 
Aussie Pumps

Clean sheds and safe operators with Aussie

beyond price alone.
Tasmanian food 

brands have tradition-
ally benefited from 
perceptions of quality, 
environmental stew-
ardship and local pro-
duction, and Nichols 
Poultry has long been 
part of that story.

Under Ramp’s own-
ership, strengthening 
the company’s Tas-
manian identity is 
expected to be a cen-
tral part of its growth 
strategy.

The approach aligns 
with broader consum-
er trends that favour 
transparency and lo-
cally sourced food 
products.
Protecting regional 
employment

Beyond the poultry 
sector itself, the trans-
action has significant 
implications for re-
gional Tasmania.

Nichols Poultry is 
an important em-
ployer and supports 
a broader network of 
suppliers, transport 
operators, contractors 
and service providers.

The retention of all 
staff under the new 
ownership structure 
provides certainty for 
employees and helps 
maintain economic 
activity in the com-
munities connected to 
the business.

For regional food 
industries, preserv-
ing these employment 
networks is often as 
important as main-
taining production 
capacity.

The continuation of 
Nichols Poultry also 
supports the wider 
agricultural supply 

chain that depends on 
the business’ ongoing 
operation.
What new owner-
ship could mean

New ownership 
often creates oppor-
tunities to reassess 
business strategy, op-
erations and market 
positioning.

Ramp has signalled 
its intention to focus 
on rebuilding the 
Nichols brand and 
strengthening cus-
tomer relationships 
while maintaining 
a strong Tasmanian 
identity.

Potential priorities 
could include invest-
ment in operational 
efficiency, product 
development, market-
ing and continued im-
provements in animal 
welfare and produc-
tion standards.

Whether the compa-
ny ultimately focuses 
on growing its pres-
ence beyond Tasma-
nia or consolidating 
its position within the 
local market remains 
to be seen.

However, the im-
mediate priority ap-
pears to be ensuring a 
smooth transition and 
building long-term 
stability for the busi-
ness.
Industry takeaways

For Australian poul-
try producers, the 
Nichols Poultry sale 
offers several impor-
tant lessons.

First, market cycles 
remain a reality for 
all participants in the 
chicken industry. 

Periods of oversup-
ply can place sub-
stantial pressure on 
businesses regardless 

of their size or reputa-
tion.

Second, strong 
brands and customer 
loyalty remain valu-
able assets. 

Even when corpo-
rate structures fail, 
businesses with es-
tablished market rec-
ognition and sound 
operations can attract 
investment and new 
ownership.

Third, local prov-
enance continues to 
resonate with con-
sumers. 

As competition in-
tensifies, regional 
identity and trans-
parency can provide 
meaningful points of 
differentiation.

Finally, the transac-
tion highlights the re-
silience of Australia’s 
poultry sector. 

While industry 
conditions have been 
challenging, the suc-
cessful sale of Nichols 
Poultry demonstrates 
that viable businesses 
can emerge from dif-
ficult circumstances 
when supported by 
strong brands, com-
mitted ownership and 
a clear strategic direc-
tion.

For Tasmania’s 
poultry industry, the 
acquisition marks the 
end of the TasFoods 
chapter but the begin-
ning of a new era for 
Nichols Poultry under 
local ownership. 

Industry stakehold-
ers will be watching 
closely to see how 
Ramp delivers on its 
commitment to re-
build the brand and 
position the business 
for long-term growth. 

Nichols Poultry secures 
new owner following 
collapse of TasFoods
* from P13
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