
THE world of com-
merce relies on money, 
and funding is the ener-
gy that makes projects 
possible and advances 
world industry.

Fire, flood, drought 
and rodents in plague 
proportions impact 
farming and increase the 
cost of biosecurity ma-
terials needed in disease 
responses and planning.

Without budgeted 
amounts in agribusiness 
plans, this can lead to 
reduced returns.

The result of reduced 
returns and increasing 
costs is one tackled by 
ourselves, your advocacy 
body, farmers, those in 
the supply chain and the 
government.

Egg Farmers of Aus-
tralia’s funds are gener-
ated by voluntary dona-
tions from farmers and 
corporate sponsors while 
government funds are 
generated through taxes.

It is our responsibil-
ity to be the risk takers 
and provide new funding 
models and systems for 
industry advancement.

Working together so 
that we are not re-invent-
ing the wheel is impor-
tant to save money.

Our board has had to 
discuss issues relating 
to repayment of the re-
sponse measures that the 
government has under-
written, so it would be 
beneficial to proactively 
look at funds at the same 
time and consider the 
tools available to farmers 
for updating and incor-
porating new strategies 
into their day-to-day.

There is no silver bul-
let for these issues - be 
it insurance, the Emer-
gency Animal Disease 
Response Agreement, 
biosecurity controls, 
staff training or sup-

porting representative 
bodies, but considering a 
combination of these ele-
ments can assist farmers 
to structure and reduce 
risk.

As CEO, my focus is 
on bringing together 
these elements for the 
board to make more in-
formed policy decisions 
on improvement.

Change may seem in-
cremental at times, yet 
over many months, deci-
sions lead to a new way 
of thinking and respond-
ing.

Egg Farmers of Aus-
tralia are pleased that we 
have been able to offer 
our members the op-
portunity for webinars 

on topics pertaining to 
both personal and busi-
ness insurance, policy 
and biosecurity aware-
ness programs and risk 
mitigation.

Even with the impacts 
that farmers and our 
organisation have felt 
throughout the avian 
influenza outbreak, we 
have continued to advo-
cate and provide benefits 
and support to our mem-
bers.

Should you wish to be-
come a member of EFA, 
please visit our website 
at www.eggfarmersaus 
tralia.org

We look forward to 
welcoming you into our 
flock! 
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The new overflooding pan provides 
chicks easy access to feed, reduces 
labour and saves time.

Contact us today to find out how 
these Fluxx 330 Flooding Pans can 
work for you.

FLUXX 330 FLOODING PANFLUXX 330 FLOODING PAN

IN late August I at-
tended the National 
Avian Influenza Sum-
mit organised by the 
Australian Chicken 
Meat Foundation.

This event gathered 
industry leaders, bio-
security experts and 
government officials to 
address the critical is-
sue of avian influenza 
in Australia.

The summit, held both 
in person and online, en-
abled wide participation 
and fostered meaningful 
discussions on how to 
combat this threat.

The summit began 
with presentations from 
key speakers, includ-
ing Dr Mary Wu from 
ACMF, Mr Rowan Mc-
Monnies from Austral-
ian Eggs and Dr Beth 
Cookson, Australia’s 
Chief Veterinary Of-
ficer.

They provided up-
dates on recent avian 
influenza outbreaks 
in Victoria and NSW, 
stressing the ongoing 
risks and the need for 
heightened surveillance 
and preparedness.

These insights set the 
tone for the summit, 

emphasising the impor-
tance of a proactive and 
coordinated approach.

The first session, 
“Likely Pathways for 
Incursions and Surveil-
lance,” focused on the 
wild bird surveillance 
system for H5N1, pre-
sented by Paul Eden 
from Wildlife Health 
Australia.

He outlined how wild 
birds can be vectors 
for the virus, making 
surveillance critical to 
biosecurity.

This was followed 
by a discussion featur-
ing Dr Sam Allan, Dr 
Tiggy Grillo, Dr An-
drew Walsh and Dr 
Beth Cookson, who 
debated whether Aus-
tralia’s current surveil-
lance systems are fit for 

purpose and identified 
challenges in making 
them more adaptable.

The second session, 
“Preparing for ‘The 
Big One’,” delved into 
risk mapping and food 
security, particularly in 
free-range farming.

Facilitated by Dr 
Alex-Kate Langfield, 
Melinda Hashimoto, 
Dr Sheridan Alfirevich 
and Dr Mary Wu, the 
session explored the 
elevated risks in free-
range poultry produc-
tion and how better pre-
paredness can mitigate 
these risks.

A notable session on 
communication proto-
cols and biosecurity en-
hancements was led by 
Amanda Olthof from 
AgriFutures Australia, 

Dr Andrew Walsh and 
Dr Peter Scott.

This practical dis-
cussion emphasised 
the need for effective 
communication during 
outbreaks, along with 
strengthening biosecu-
rity measures on farms.

A key part of the sum-
mit focused on national 
contingency planning, 
led by Byron Stein from 
NSW’s Department of 
Primary Industries and 
Dr Brant Smith from 
the Department of Ag-
riculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry.

Participants explored 
various outbreak sce-
narios, highlighting the 
need for a coordinated 
national response and 
efficient funding mech-
anisms to support af-
fected businesses and 
recovery efforts.

The second day of 
the summit continued 
with practical biosecu-
rity strategies, focusing 
on on-farm biosecurity 
and response prepared-
ness.

Dr Mark Cozens 
from Animal Health 
Australia discussed 
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PoultryHub Australia out and about
National Avian Influenza Summit was well attended.
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Funding is vital for advancement

Egg Farmers of Australia CEO, Melinda Hashimoto 
and Organisation Coordinator, Kylie Jackson at 
the 2024 Biosecurity Symposium.
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THE Australian 
Chicken Meat Federa-
tion recently hosted a 
National Avian Influ-
enza Summit, bring-
ing together various 
stakeholders from the 
egg and poultry meat 
supply chain to discuss 
issues related to H5N1 
and our national pre-
paredness.

The summit was open 
to researchers, govern-
ment officials, integrat-
ed producers and grow-
ers to garner a range of 
perspectives on issues 
related to H5N1.

Held across two days 
on the Gold Coast, with 
over 200 participants at-
tending physically and 
online, the summit host-
ed informative panel 

discussions led by in-
dustry experts and gov-
ernment representatives.

The speakers and pan-
ellists focused on issues 
related to communica-
tion, surveillance, na-
tional contingency plan-
ning and biosecurity.

Throughout day one of 
the summit, valuable in-
sights were shared from 
both government and 
industry participants.

Dr Seiche Genger 
from Baiada Poul-
try and Oscar Garri-
son from United Egg 
Producers discussed 
‘lessons-learned’ from 
previous US outbreaks 
and their applicability 
to Australia’s context.

The importance of 
nationally pre-agreed 

upon biosecurity pro-
cedures for destruction, 
disposal and decontam-
ination were discussed 
in-depth along with the 
need to develop contin-
gency plans in the event 
of widespread H5N1 
outbreaks.

Despite diverse per-
spectives from the 
audience, there was a 
mutual recognition that 
a range of response op-
tions remain essential in 
the face of a potential 
H5N1 outbreak, given 
the virus’ pathogenicity 
and high mortality rate.

The summit’s second 
day allowed industry 
stakeholders to engage 
in open discussions and 
interactive workshops 
about on-farm biosecu-

rity challenges and the 
resources needed for 
enhanced preparedness 
and response capabili-
ties.

Through these interac-
tive workshops, our di-
verse group of industry 
representatives came 
together to brainstorm, 
resulting in actionable 
solutions to strengthen 
readiness.

What was evident was 
the need for greater 
transparency surround-
ing communication 
channels between gov-
ernment and the broad-
er industry to facilitate 
timely communication 
and intelligence shar-
ing.

The ACMF remains 
positive that this sum-
mit will lead to pro-
active actions by both 
state and federal gov-
ernments to further fa-
cilitate Australia’s pre-
paredness.

Industry has long been 
vocal about our collec-
tive needs and concerns 
surrounding Australia’s 
current capacity to re-
spond to a large-scale 
outbreak like those seen 
internationally.

Importantly, govern-
ments and industry 
must consider the rami-
fications upon Austral-
ia’s food security, the 
broader economy, con-

servation of native spe-
cies (birds and mam-
mals), other livestock 
sectors and our health 
if an outbreak was not 
contained in a timely 
manner.

The summit was al-
so an opportunity for 
stakeholders to reflect 
on their own stake in bi-
osecurity and the need 
to continuously improve 
readiness and biosecuri-
ty response capabilities.

Post summit, ACMF 
will be completing a 
series of actions based 
on discussions and rec-
ommendations in col-
laboration with govern-
ments to facilitate better 
preparedness.

We’d like to thank par-
ticipants for their high 
level of engagement 
and for sharing their in-
valuable perspectives to 
support our collective 
capability in responding 
to the challenges faced 
by HPAI.

Again, the ACMF 
would like to thank 
our sponsors for their 
ongoing support in fa-
cilitating this event 
- Animal Health Aus-
tralia, Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry, Austral-
ian Eggs, Egg Farmers 
of Australia, Elanco and 
AgriFutures. 
ACMF
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OCT 16-17 – National Chicken Council 
Annual Conference 2024, Washington, 
USA. www.nationalchickencouncil.org/
OCT 16-17 – Dutch Pork and Poultry Expo, 
Evenementenhal Hardenberg Netherlands. 
www.porkpoultryexpo.nl/
OCT 22-23 – Poultry Hub Australia’s Ideas 
Exchange 2024, Brisbane, Queensland. 
www.poultryhub.org/ie2024
OCT 28-29 – International Conference on 
Poultry Science, Lisbon Portugal. waset.
org/poultry-science-conference-in-october-
2024-in-lisbon
NOV 12-15 – 28th Latin American Poultry 
Congress, Punta del Este Uruguay. 
ovum2024.uy/en/ovum2024-english/#pll_
switcher
NOV 12-15 – EuroTier 2024, Hanover 
Germany. www.eurotier.com

2025
JAN 28-30 – IPPE 2025, Atlanta Georgia, 
USA. www.ippexpo.org
FEB 10-12 – Australian Poultry Science 
Symposium, Sydney, Australia. www.
apss2025.com.au
FEB 18-19 – Australasian Veterinary Poultry 
Association Scientific Meeting, Wagga 
Wagga, NSW. www.avpa.asn.au/events
MAR 5 – 2025 NSW Poultry Industry Golf 
Day, Lakeside Golf Club Camden, NSW. 
Email: david.sherwood@ewnutrition.com
JUN 23-26 – 24th European Symposium on 
Poultry Nutrition, Maastricht, Netherlands. 
www.espn2025.eu
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or call 07 3286 1833
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best practices to pre-
vent disease spread 
and ensure prepared-
ness at the farm level.

This was followed 
by a session on move-
ment control during an 
outbreak, exploring the 
Ausvet plan and offer-
ing advice on manag-
ing logistical challeng-
es effectively.

The summit high-
lighted Australia’s 
progress in combating 
avian influenza but al-
so emphasised the need 
for continuous im-
provement in surveil-
lance, preparedness, 
and communication.

The collaborative 
discussions and practi-
cal solutions generated 
during the event will be 
instrumental in shaping 
the future of biosecuri-
ty in the poultry indus-
try, ensuring the sector 
is better prepared to 
face future outbreaks.

We are also thrilled 
to announce new fund-
ing opportunities that 
will be announced at 
our annual confer-
ence this year, Ideas 
Exchange, which will 
take place in Brisbane 

from October 22-23.
Don’t forget to reg-

ister for this exciting 
event!

At Poultry Hub Aus-
tralia, we’re all about 
pushing the poultry in-
dustry forward through 
research, education, 
and working together.

We’re here to sup-
port sustainable prac-
tices, improve animal 
welfare and help grow 
the next generation of 
industry professionals.

We’re always looking 
to get better at what we 
do, so if you have any 
thoughts or ideas, we’d 
love to hear them.

Whether you’re a 
farmer, researcher, 
student or just inter-
ested in the industry, 
your feedback helps us 
make a bigger impact.

Feel free to reach out 
with any suggestions!

Visit poultryhub.org 
for more information. 

PoultryHub Australia out and about

Mary Wu presenting at the National Avian 
Influenza Summit.

* from P1

Paul Eden, Senior Project Officer - Surveillance, 
Wildlife Health Australia, Melinda Hashimoto, 
CEO, Egg Farmers of Australia, Verity Price, 
Deputy CEO, ACMF and Dr Tiggy Grillo, National 
Coordinator/Chief Operating Officer, Wildlife 
Health Australia. 

Panel discussion on risk mapping including Melinda Hashimoto, CEO, 
Egg Farmers of Australia, Dr Sheridan Alfirevich, General Manager - 
Farming, Inghams Group Limited, Dr Alex-Kate Langfield, Director and 
Head Veterinarian, Hatch House and Dr Mary Wu, ACMF CEO. 

ACMF hosts national avian influenza summit
Chicken Meat Federation CEO, Dr Mary Wu, and 
AI Summit Facilitator, Jackie Poyser.
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animal-nutrition.basf.com

The science of sustainable feed that succeeds

Natugrain® TS
Utilize the full potential 
of your feed

Natugrain® TS contains xylanase and 
ß-glucanase that maximizes nutrient 
utilization in complex diets.

  Improved nutrient digestion
  Outstanding stability during feed processing
  Broad and fl exible application
 More vitality and productivity out  of less feed
  BASF’s range of enzyme products includes
phytase, xylanase, glucanase and mannanase

Pioneering Expertise
BASF Enzymes

More than

30
YEARS

20807108_AZ_Natugrain_38x26,13.indd   120807108_AZ_Natugrain_38x26,13.indd   1 13.09.2024   09:50:1913.09.2024   09:50:19

http://www.poultrynews.com.au
https://nutrition.basf.com/global/en/animal-nutrition


Page 4 – National Poultry Newspaper, October 2024 www.poultrynews.com.au

A HEALTHY, clean 
and productive envi-
ronment in intensive 
housing is critical for 
poultry welfare and 
farm success.

ZorbiFresh Active, an 
advanced bedding con-
ditioner, offers a power-
ful cost-effective solu-
tion.

Specifically designed 
for chickens and ducks, 
ZorbiFresh Active is the 
go-to product for dis-
ease and bacterial re-
duction, moisture con-
trol, ammonia reduction 
and fly management.
Bacterial control for 
hygiene

ZorbiFresh Active is 
highly effective against 
harmful bacteria, in-
cluding Staphylococcus 
aureus and E. coli.

Upon application, the 
product begins killing 
bacteria, pathogens, 
fungi, viruses and fly 
larvae, providing con-
stant antibacterial action 
which significantly im-
proves hygiene and low-
ers the risk of infections.

Used at the same rate 
as European alterna-
tives, ZorbiFresh Active 
has a similar efficacy 
and comes at a signifi-
cantly lower cost.
Moisture control for 
better health

ZorbiFresh Active has 
an exceptional moisture 
absorption capacity, 
playing a crucial role in 
keeping bedding dry.

Excess moisture in 
bedding can lead to skin 
infections, respiratory 
problems and poor foot 
health.

By maintaining drier 
conditions, ZorbiFresh 
Active helps prevent 
these moisture-related 
health challenges, en-
suring that birds are 
kept in optimal health 
throughout their growth 
cycle.
Ammonia reduction 
for cleaner air

Air quality in inten-
sive housing is directly 
affected by increased 
ammonia levels, due to 
waste.

ZorbiFresh Active 
contains a unique com-
bination of natural zeo-
lite and oxone, which 
together absorb ammo-
nia and nitrates.

By preventing am-
monia from converting 
into ammonium, fresh-
er, cleaner air is main-
tained, health issues 
reduced and a healthier 
working environment 
for staff is provided.
Enhanced animal 
welfare and farm pro-
ductivity

The combined effects 

of moisture control, 
ammonia reduction and 
bacterial management 
result in a healthier, 
more comfortable liv-
ing environment for 
poultry.

This translates to sev-
eral benefits for farm 
operations.

Healthier birds are 
less stressed, suffer 
fewer health problems, 
veterinary costs will be 
reduced and feed effi-
ciency will improve.
Odour and fly man-
agement

ZorbiFresh Active has 
the ability to neutralise 
unpleasant odours.

Its moisture-absorbing 
properties combined 
with ammonia control 
help minimise strong 
smells, improving the 
comfort of farm work-
ers and helping farms 
meet environmental 
regulations.

ZorbiFresh Active also 
plays a role in managing 
flies.

By creating a drier, 
low-ammonia environ-
ment, the product reduc-
es fly populations.

For even more effec-
tive fly management, 

ZorbiFresh Active Plus 
offers enhanced fea-
tures to tackle this is-
sue.
Ease of use and la-
bour efficiency

ZorbiFresh Active is 
easy to apply, making it 
a labour-efficient solu-
tion for farms.

For all types of bed-
ding material, the prod-
uct integrates seam-
lessly.

The recommended ap-
plication rate is 50g to 
100g per square metre 
every week for disease 
prevention, depending 
on the moisture level 
and condition of the 
housing.

Higher usage rates ap-
ply for disease mitiga-
tion.

ZorbiFresh Active is a 
comprehensive bedding 
solution that improves 
both bird welfare and 
farm efficiency by ad-
dressing moisture con-
trol, ammonia reduc-
tion, bacterial control, 
odour and fly manage-
ment.

For farmers looking to 
boost productivity, re-
duce veterinary costs, 
and ensure healthier an-
imals, ZorbiFresh Ac-
tive and ZorbiFresh Ac-
tive Plus offer a smart, 
effective solution that’s 
harmless to both birds 
and humans.

For more information, 
contact paul.buffey@
bpmnz.co.nz 

ACTIVE
Actively enhance animal bedding

REDUCE BACTERIA, AMMONIA & MOISTURE IN BEDDING

NON  
TOXIC

FOR USE  
IN BEDDING

HEALTHY 
LIVESTOCK

ODOUR 
REDUCING

ZORBIFRESH ACTIVE 
ABSORBS UP TO 
199% OF IT’S WEIGHT 
IN MOISTURE

TO ORGANISE SAMPLES OR A QUOTE 
CALL PAUL ON 0400 006 065 OR 
EMAIL PAUL.BUFFEY@BPMNZ.CO.NZ

• Starts killing bacteria (including 
Staph aureus and E. coli) as soon 
as it is applied and keeps killing 
beyond 24 hours

• Easily spread across pens

• Cost effective

• Kind on your animals

ZorbiFresh Active - a key to healthier poultry
n Low cost, high efficacy bedding conditioner

A NEW supplier 
agreement will see 
Inghams sell less 
poultry to Wool-
worths by up to 3 
percent during 2024-
25, while remaining 
the supermarket’s 
primary poultry pro-
vider.

Managing director 
Andrew Reeves as-
sured stakeholders 
that this change was 
a manageable “one-
time step-down.”

He emphasised that 
Inghams was still 
poised for growth 
alongside Woolworths 
as they expand their 
business.

“We won’t be forced 
to flood the market 
with excess volume,” 
Reeves stated, ad-
dressing concerns 
from analysts.

Woolworths’ deci-
sion to diversify its 
poultry suppliers is 
a proactive measure 
to enhance customer 
service and ensure 
supply stability, rath-
er than a reaction to 
pricing pressures.

“This approach is a 
response to the dis-
ruptions we’ve all 
faced in recent years,” 
Reeves said.

Despite the news, 
Inghams shares took 
a hit, dropping 19.6 
percent to $3.11 amid 
investor concerns 
about the implications 
of the new agreement.

However, looking 
back at 2023-24, Ing-
hams reported a solid 
2.8 percent increase 
in poultry sales across 
Australia and New 
Zealand, totalling 
476.4 kilotonnes.

This shift reflects 
changing consumer 
habits, with more 
poultry sold to super-
markets as cost-of-
living pressures have 
reduced fast-food out-
ings.

The long-term out-
look for the poultry 
sector remains bright.

Revenue climbed 
7.2 percent to $3.3 
billion, bolstered by 

price adjustments in 
response to inflation-
ary pressures, while 
the net selling price 
rose to $6.28 per kilo, 
contributing to a re-
markable 68 percent 
increase in profit, to-
talling $101.5 million.

Poultry continues to 
be the go-to afford-
able protein for con-
sumers.

For farmers, this 
evolution in the sup-
ply chain highlights 
the resilience of the 
poultry market and 
the ongoing demand 
for quality poultry 
products.

As Inghams navi-
gates these changes, 
it remains committed 
to supporting local 
farmers and ensur-
ing a steady supply of 
affordable protein to 
consumers. 

New Woolworths deal impacts 
Inghams poultry supply
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AJ BUSH & Sons 
is one of Australia’s 
largest east coast pro-
tein recovery provid-
ers operating render-
ing and manufactur-
ing plants in NSW 
and Queensland.

The plants specialise 
in processing animal 
by-products for the 
meat and butchery in-
dustry.

The NSW Riverstone 
plant’s collection area, 
in addition to Sydney 
Metro, ranges from 
Nowra in the south to 
Canberra, Dubbo and 
Bathurst up to New-
castle and Tamworth in 
the north.

The collected materi-
al is recycled into prod-
ucts used for livestock, 
pet food, aquaculture, 
fertiliser and biofuels.
How are AJ Bush & 
Sons’ operations sus-
tainable?

AJ Bush’s Riverstone 
plant has undergone 
numerous upgrades 
over the years, aligning 
with company goals 
of minimising waste, 
reducing the risk of 
odour pollution and 
continuous improve-
ment in providing a 
safe work environment 
for employees.

As part of this sus-
tainability program, 
plant engineer, Mr 
Nick Lawrance, con-
tacted Hydro Innova-
tions for assistance in 
replacing aging surface 
(floating) aerators on 
their wastewater treat-
ment system.

Nick wanted an aera-
tion system that could 
be safely monitored 
and maintained from 
the lagoon banks to 
keep their aeration sys-
tem at peak operational 
efficiency.
Sustainable aeration 
solution

Hydro Innovations 
proposed an Echo- 
Storm aeration system 
from Gorman-Rupp as 
an alternative to tradi-
tional surface-floating 
aerators which have al-
ways been considered 
difficult and potential-
ly hazardous to service 
and maintain.

These surface aera-
tors can only be ac-
cessed by crane or row-
boat, or need to be teth-
ered to lagoon banks 
by a system of cables.

Because of these im-
pediments to access, 
maintenance is often 
neglected or postponed 
for prolonged periods.
What is an Echo- 
Storm aerator?

The EchoStorm is a 
bank-mounted Venturi 
Aerator used to mix 
and aerate tanks, ponds 
and lagoons.

It uses Bernoulli’s 
principal, whereby a 
low-pressure area is 
created by an acceler-
ated fluid.

A Gorman-Rupp self-
priming pump draws 
water from the source 

and pumps it into the 
aerator under pressure.
How do EchoStorm 
aerators work?

Within the Echo-
Storm aerator there is 
an acceleration zone 
where the pumped flu-
id is accelerated, cre-
ating an area of low 
pressure within the as-
pirating zone.

Here it draws in at-
mospheric air at the 
rate of 2.2 times the 
rate of the fluid being 
pumped.

The air and water 
then pass into the mix-
ing and oxidation zone, 
where the wastewater 
and air are mixed un-
der pressure.

The turbulent mixing 
facilitates the remov-
al of substances with 
weak Henry’s con-
stants such as CO2 and 
VOCs.
Why are EchoStorm 
aerators sustainable?

•	WHS risks are min-
imised because opera-
tors don’t need cranes 
or row boats to access 
equipment

•	Maintenance and 
operating costs are re-
duced when compared 
with surface aerators

•	Bank-mounted aera-
tor and equipment is 
easy to access

•	Longer lifespan 
because equipment is 
more likely to be moni-
tored and maintained
Installation at AJ 
Bush & Sons plant

EchoStorm aerators 
can produce the de-
sired level of mixing 
and dissolved oxygen 
transfer because they 
are easily scalable and 
can inject discharged 
oxygenated water at 
multiple points around 
the lagoon including 
the basin, tank or lake.

Importantly, thanks 
to the use of self-prim-
ing pumps, water can 
be drawn from any lo-
cation within the water 
body to ensure com-
plete mixing.

The rendering plant at 
Riverstone had origi-
nally been operating 
five floating surface 
aerators.

When one of these 
failed, it was decided 
to install an Echo- 
Storm aeration system 
to trial the effective-
ness and operation of 
the system.
The result

Significant results 
were achieved after 
just one month of op-
eration, especially in 
the reduction of sur-
face scum, maintaining 
required dissolved oxy-
gen levels, improving 
operating efficiencies 
and lower odour levels.

The other obvious 
benefit of the newly in-
stalled bank-mounted 
EchoStorm aeration 
system is the ability to 
quickly, safely and eas-
ily inspect the system 
or make any adjust-
ments to the operation 
of the equipment, en-

suring a safe working 
environment for opera-
tors.

Mr Lawrance is 
pleased with the results 
and is considering re-
placing the balance of 
the old system to bank-
mounted aerators.
What sizes are Echo-
Storm aerators avail-
able in?

The EchoStorm is 
available in four siz-
es, from 2-6”, provid-
ing dissolved oxygen 
transfer rates of up to 
30kg per hour with a 
single unit, but capable 
of meeting any demand 
by using multiple units.

Efficiencies can also 
be gained by using 
larger and more effi-
cient pumps to drive 
multiple EchoStorm 
units.

The EchoStorm not 

only transfers dissolved 
oxygen at efficient 
rates, but also condi-
tions the wastewater by 
breaking down organic 
matter as it is acceler-
ated through the unit, 
making more surface 
area available for bio-
logical treatment.

It also oxidises sul-
phur-containing mol-
ecules such as hydro-
gen sulphide and mer-
captans for effective 
odour and corrosion 
control.

Do your aerators need 
upgrading?

Interested in improv-
ing the sustainability at 
your plant?

Contact us to discuss 
the right aerator for 
you.

Visit hydroinnova 
tions.com.au or call us 
on 02 9898 1800. 

sales@HydroInnovations.com.au
www.HydroInnovations.com.au   

INNOVATIVE

DAF PUMP

IMPROVED

EDUR Multiphase Pump

Advantages:
■ Reduce Energy Costs
■ Reduce Maintenance Costs
■ No Compressor
■ No Air Saturation Vessel
■ No Complicated Controls

Inflow Wastewater
Air

Flotate Solids Effluent

Solution Line

EDUR SYSTEM

AJ Bush improves sustainability and efficiency

Venturi aerators reduce odours at AJ Bush & Sons.
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H I S T O R I C A L LY, 
Australians didn’t eat 
chicken.

As a nation we have 
gone from believing 
chicken meat to be a 
bit ordinary to gorging 
on millions of chickens 
each year.

Data from the Organi-
sation for Economic Co-
operation and Develop-
ment shows the average 
Australian eats around 
92.5kg of meat each 
year, including an im-
pressive 42kg of chicken.

We’re lucky here in 
Australia to have a com-
paratively high standard 
of living, allowing us to 
feast on meat.

This doesn’t explain, 
however, why our con-
sumption of chicken is 

so high compared to 
other meats, especially 
considering our produc-
tive beef industry.

Australia sits third on 
the world table for chick-
en consumption, behind 
Israel and the USA.

Our love for chicken 
has grown considerably 
over the last 40 years.

Other meats, most sig-
nificantly lamb, are now 
not as enticing as the 
humble chook.

Consumption of lamb 
has declined dramatical-
ly over the last few dec-
ades and beef consump-
tion, although steady, 
goes through a signifi-
cant demand cycle.

Where did this love for 
chicken come from?

The answer comes 
down to improved taste 
in chicken meat and the 
household budget.

Chickens used to be 
kept in backyards for 
egg production and on-
ly butchered once they 
were old and gnarly.

The taste of the meat 
was tainted with fla-
vours from their poor 
diet, making chicken an 
unappetising alternative 
to the much tastier and 
richer flavours of beef 
and lamb.

Advancements driven 
by the Australian chick-
en industry improved 
conditions for chicken 
production, introducing 
better feeding practices, 
more nutritious feed, up-

graded housing for poul-
try and improved health 
management.

Bigger chickens fed 
on a high-quality diet 
in a healthy environ-
ment meant a dramatic 
improvement in flavour 
over the old backyard 
peckers.

Australia’s love for 
chicken bloomed.

Crucially, chicken is 
also an affordable source 
of protein compared 
with other meat varie-
ties, making it a popular 
choice for hard-pressed 
families looking for a 

tasty alternative to a tra-
ditional family roast.

The remarkable ver-
satility of chicken meat 
means that it can be pre-
pared with considerable 
variety.

Since the 1980s, chick-
en meat in its multitude 
of forms - from the ever-
popular nuggets, wings 
and tenders to the simple 
roast chicken, has be-
come a staple on Aus-
tralian tables.

The popularity of the 
humble chook does not 
look like waning any 
time soon! 

AUSTRALIA’S com-
mercial egg farmers 
have called on gov-
ernments across the 
nation to take na-
tional action to reg-
ister all poultry in the 
wake of devastating 
disease outbreaks 
that disrupted egg 
supplies.

Egg Farmers of Aus-
tralia wants a national 
poultry register set up 
with state and federal 
backing to ensure peo-
ple raising laying hens 
register their flock.

This would include 
backyard chooks, 
ducks and other poul-
try where homeown-
ers would be required 
to register the location 
of their chicken coops 
and the number of 
poultry on their prop-
erty.

Egg Farmers of Aus-
tralia CEO Melinda 
Hashimoto said a 
central register would 
allow authorities to 
make contact will all 
poultry owners on the 
register in the event of 
a farm or area being 
impacted by disease.

An amber alert could 
be provided to poultry 
owners in a particu-
lar council area while 
formal testing is being 
undertaken.

“Egg Farmers of 
Australia has called on 
governments around 
the nation to pull to-
gether to invoke a na-
tional register of poul-
try in light of devastat-

ing outbreaks of avian 
Influenza in some 
parts of Australia this 
year,” Ms Hashimoto 
said.

“Such a register 
would allow disease 
management to be 
improved and en-
sure poultry owners, 
including those with 
backyard chooks, are 
able to receive the 
same alerts at the 
same time detailing 
what they can and 
can’t do when an out-
break occurs in their 
local area,” she said.

The call follows re-
cent disease outbreaks 
across several states 
and territories earlier 
this year that impacted 
over 1.5 million layer 
hens.

High Pathogen Avi-
an Influenza infected 
backyard chooks, 
commercial cage, 
barn and free-range 
egg farms as well as 
duck and chicken meat 
farms in Victoria, 
NSW and the ACT.

During the contain-
ment phase, major 
supermarkets were 
forced to restrict the 
number of free-range 
eggs sold to custom-
ers.

Ms Hashimoto said 
the consideration of a 
register, following the 
largest avian Influenza 
event in the nation was 
important for all Aus-
tralian food produc-
tion and retail sectors.

“A national register 

for all poultry is vital 
for the egg industry as 
it will help identify the 
entire number of hens 
and other poultry in 
an impact zone,” Ms 
Hashimoto said.

“Such a register will 
make communication 
and the management 
of any disease easier 
for authorities.

“It will also reduce 
the burden to egg and 
poultry farmers, gov-
ernments and taxpay-
ers by allowing for a 
more rapid response 
to all poultry owners 
- whether commercial 
or backyard.

“It will also allow 
the general public, in 
particular backyard 
poultry owners, to bet-
ter understand how the 
risk of wild birds im-
pact the health of their 
poultry,” she said.

Ms Hashimoto said 
backyard chook, duck 
and bird owners did 
not always appreci-
ate the high cost of 
disease outbreaks to 
commercial egg farm-
ers – both economi-
cally and emotionally.

“Full control of dis-
ease issues will al-
low commercial egg 
farmers to continue 
to work hard to bring 
Australian consumers 
an affordable protein 
that is found on break-
fast, lunch and dinner 
plates,” she said. 
Melinda Hashimoto 
CEO Egg Farmers 
of Australia

Egg farmers call for national 
action on disease threat

Its versatility and affordability make chicken a global favourite. Photo: Roman Odintsov, Pexels

Australia’s chicken love story

Healthy chooks fed on a high-quality diet produce tastier meat. Photo: 
Oleksandr P, Pexels

Chicken popularity has boomed since the advent 
of the simple nugget in the 1980s. Photo: Meggy 
Kadam Aryanto, Pexels
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WHILE still inspired 
by news of the Bet-
ter Chicken Commit-
ment, as covered in 
last month’s column, 
I delved further re-
cently and ‘visited’ 
the USA.

Well, at least the 
worldwide web home 
of the Humane Society 
of the United States, 
where I quickly pecked 
away at an interesting 
piece by its CEO and 
President, Kitty Block, 
who I’ll discuss in 
more detail later.

I’d like to share her 
brooding comments on 
broiler chickens here 
with you:

Several years ago, 
people in the Nether-
lands learned about the 
plight of what animal 
advocates dubbed ‘ex-
ploding chickens.’

Known in the indus-
try as broiler chickens, 
these birds are bred to 
grow so quickly that 
they reach slaugh-
ter weight in just six 
weeks.

Such rapid growth 
leads to debilitating 
leg disorders that make 
it painful to walk, dis-
proportionate heart 
and lung development 
and muscle myopa-
thies, such as woody 
breast syndrome, 
which hardens muscles 
andprevents birds from 
righting themselves if 
they fall over.

Selectively bred from 
the fastest growing 
birds over many gener-
ations, the birds essen-
tially hatch to suffer, 
growing into bodies so 
obstructive they’re like 
cages.

The birds struggle to 
walk as they grow larg-
er and larger and can 
do little more than sit 
and eat, crowded into 
filthy sheds, often suf-
fering from ammonia 
burns on their feet, legs 
and breasts, the result 
of standing and lying 
in their own waste.

In a single, dimly-
lit shed, thousands of 
chickens are routinely 
crammed together with 
insufficient space for 
each animal and little 
opportunity for these 
inquisitive creatures to 
express their natural 
behaviour.

In progress for im-
proved welfare, the 
Dutch successfully ad-
vocated to remove this 
kind of chicken from 
grocery stores in the 
Netherlands.

But elsewhere, any 
welfare improvements 
for these rapidly grow-
ing birds have been 
painfully slow.

And when it comes 
to any welfare concern 
for chickens, the scale 
of such suffering is 
huge.

More chickens are 
raised and killed for 
meat than any other 
land species, with over 

75 billion slaughtered 
globally.

However, there’s 
hope for improving 
broiler chicken wel-
fare through the Better 
Chicken Commitment.

Working alongside 
other respected animal 
welfare organisations, 
the Humane Society 
of the United States 
initiated the formation 
of the Better Chicken 
Commitment.

An agreed-upon set 
of science-based stand-
ards to improve broiler 
chicken welfare, the 
BCC stipulates key re-
quirements for higher 
welfare practices such 
as more space for 
birds, natural light and 
environmental enrich-
ment, as well as slower-
growing genetics and 
improved slaughter 
conditions.

There are Better 
Chicken projects in the 
US and Canada, Eu-
rope, Brazil, Australia 
and New Zealand.

If more supermar-
kets and food retailers 
signed up to the BCC 
to ensure these welfare 
standards across their 
supply chain, it could 
have a transformative 
impact on the entire 
industry.

We are pushing 
the industry to im-
prove animal welfare 
throughout chickens’ 
lives, which means in-
tervening even before 
birds hatch.

Fast growing breeds 
should be replaced with 
slower growing breeds 
which do not suffer the 
same ailments as those 
bred for quick growth.

The challenge is that 
it costs more to keep 
slower growing chick-
ens and to give them 
more space, which 
means fewer birds in 
the barn and less in-
come from each flock.

Many retailers are 
reluctant to pass this 
cost on to consumers, 
preventing more rap-
id adoption of better 
standards.

But it’s the lowest-
priced animal products 
that often come with 
the highest ethical cost.

Of all animals, chick-
ens are suffering the 
most for the world’s 
expectation that meat 
be cheap.

Every choice and eve-
ry purchase matters.

If everyone who con-
sumes animal products 
demanded transparen-
cy about welfare condi-

tions and chose to leave 
‘exploding chickens’ 
on the shelf in favour 
of BCC retailers, the 
industry would rapidly 
change and the suffer-
ing of billions of birds 
would decrease.

If you are purchasing 
animal products, you 
can align with more 
humane values by 
looking for the highest 
welfare options. 
Kitty Block
Author’s note

Kitty Block is chief 
executive officer and 
president of the Hu-
mane Society of the 
United States and CEO 
of Humane Society 
International and Hu-
mane Society Legisla-
tive Fund.

She leads the nation’s 
most effective animal 

protection organisation 
in the fight for all ani-
mals.

Block was named 
president and CEO of 
the Humane Society 
of the United States in 
January 2019, becom-
ing the first woman to 
hold the position in the 
organisation’s history.

Block first joined the 
HSUS as a legal inves-
tigator in 1992.

She has served as an 
advisor to the White 
House on trade and the 
environment and has 
served multiple elected 
terms on the Interna-
tional Dolphin Con-
servation Agreement 
International Review 
Panel, which works 
with governments on 
monitoring violations 
of the agreement.

In 2023, Forbes 
named Block on its 50 
Over 50 list of women 
who are changing the 
world.

Block received a 
law degree from The 
George Washington 
University in 1990 and, 
in 1986, a bachelor’s 
degree in communica-
tions and philosophy 
from the University of 
New Hampshire. 

STRENGTHEN 
YOUR FLOCK.
Defend against the risk of infectious diseases 
with Poulvac® E. coli.  As part of a complete 
respiratory immunisation program, it helps stop 
E. coli and colibacillosis before they can diminish
bird performance and cause costly processing
losses. Get the strength to help protect your
birds and your bottom line.
For more information call Zoetis Product
Support on 1800 814 883 or contact your local
Zoetis Professional Sales Representative.

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd. ABN 94 156 476 425. 
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138. 
© 2024 Zoetis Inc. All rights reserved. ZL1956

Block broods over broilers

Kitty Block, CEO and president of Humane Society 
of the United States and CEO of Humane Society 
International, boils when it comes to unfortunate 
broilers. Visit Humane Society International at 
hsi.org

Let’s hope consumers think before they buy and 
have higher welfare choices available to them 
when it comes to plating up chicken. Meat from 
happy, healthy chickens, preferably pasture-
raised, is the way to go. Broilers breaking down 
due to poor genetics is not the go.

Cant
Comment  

by BRENDON CANT

http://www.poultrynews.com.au
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FOLLOWING recent 
devastating bird flu 
outbreaks around the 
world, prices for eggs 
have soared, putting 
pressure on supplies.

According to analysts 
at Rabobank Global, av-
erage egg prices are 60 
percent higher than in 
2019.

A rapid appreciation 
has led to political point-
scoring by JD Vance on 
the US election cam-
paign trail.

Egg shortages have 
also created temporary 
curbs to McDonald’s 
breakfast service in Aus-
tralia.

A key factor in surg-
ing prices has been the 
devastating outbreaks 
of avian flu in North 
America and Europe, 
which have led to the 
culling of tens of mil-
lions of laying birds.

Roughly 33 million 
commercial laying hens 
and pullets were culled 
in the US between No-
vember 2023 and July 
this year.

“The lingering effects 
of bird flu have been 
compounded by rising 

demand,” said Karyn 
Rispoli, managing edi-
tor of eggs at Expana, a 
commodity trading data 
provider.

She said consumers 
were also switching to 
eggs as a more afford-
able source of protein 
than meat.

Rabobank noted that 
concerns about the car-
bon footprint of meat 
consumption was also 
driving demand for eggs.

These factors have led 
to Americans paying 
more than three times 
as much for eggs today 
than five years ago.

Data has indicated that 
egg lovers in the US 
have been subject to big 
pricing swings in recent 
years.

“Increasing the flock 
size to meet demand 
takes time, but we’re 
working on it,” said 
Emily Metz, president 
and chief executive 
of the American Egg 
Board.

Globally, the avian 
flu outbreak is hitting 
other markets, notably 
Australia, which has 
led to egg rationing by 

some supermarkets.
In July, the global fast-

food giant, McDonald’s, 
temporarily curbed 
breakfast service hours 
in some Australian out-
lets, reportedly in re-
sponse to the bird flu 
egg shortage.

In the medium term, 
there are signs of relief 
for US consumers, with 
wholesale US egg prices 
falling 49 percent since 
August 16, as laying bird 
stocks recovered.

However, Nan-Dirk 
Mulder, a global spe-
cialist on animal protein 
working at RaboRe-
search, is cautious about 
whether this will trans-
late to lower prices on 
the supermarket shelves.

“For the time being, 
until the end of the year, 
I think we will continue 
to see relatively high 
prices; perhaps a bit 
lower than now, as the 
stocks rebuild.

“But as for the fu-
ture - it all depends on 
whether there will be 
further avian influenza 
outbreaks over the win-
ter, and that’s difficult to 
predict,” he said. 

FOR over a century, 
this proud Australian 
brand has been central 
to our lunch and din-
ner tables, producing 
quality chicken to feed 
Australia every day.

Around our nation, 
lunchtime favourites 
include chicken sand-
wiches, chicken burgers 
and chicken salads in-
spired from all corners 
of the world.

Into the evening the 
chicken recipe range 
really erupts – chicken 
nuggets, pizzas, pastas, 
parmigiana and other 
pub favourites.

Thai, Mexican, In-
dian, Sri Lankan - you 
name it, and chicken 
can be in it.

This protein-packed 
ingredient is just so ver-
satile and healthy too.

It has cemented itself 
as our country’s num-
ber one meat choice – 
with Ingham’s leading 
the way in producing 
Australian chicken to 
feed our nation.
Poultry in Australia 
– a one-hundred-year 
strong history at In-
gham’s

Founded in 1918, Ing-
ham’s has evolved from 
a small, family-owned 
business into the largest 
integrated poultry sup-
plier in Australia.

With 286 facilities 

scattered across the na-
tion, Ingham’s stands as 
a testament to growth, 
innovation and unwa-
vering commitment to 
quality.

Our operations in-
clude everything from 
breeding and hatching 
to processing and dis-
tribution, all carefully 
managed to deliver top-
quality chicken prod-
ucts underpinned by 
commitments to ani-
mal welfare, our peo-
ple, sustainability and 
the environment.
Serving up Austral-
ian chicken across 
our country

Ingham’s is a key con-
tributor to Australia’s 
food supply chain.

Whether you’re dining 
at a local pub, grabbing 
a quick bite at a major 
fast-food outlet, or en-
joying a meal at a res-
taurant, the likelihood 
that you’re enjoying In-
gham’s poultry is high.

We also play a crucial 
role in supplying major 
supermarkets, ensuring 
that Australian chicken 
is readily available for 
home cooks across the 
country.

We’re feeding those in 
need too.

For over a decade, In-
gham’s has been donat-
ing product to Food-
bank – a not-for-profit 

organisation that pro-
vides 77 million meals 
a year via charities and 
schools.

This partnership en-
sures that food waste is 
reduced by redirecting 
perfectly edible food 
products to those who 
need it.
Ingham’s poultry 
products

Ingham’s product 
range is vast and varied.

From fresh chicken 
cuts to a delightful array 
of flavoured and coated 
chicken products, Ing-
ham’s offers something 
for everyone - and it’s all 
grown and made right 
here in Australia.

Our commitment to 
quality is in every bite, 
with rigorous standards 
maintained throughout 
operations to guarantee 
that each product meets 
their high benchmarks.

The impact of Ing-
ham’s extends beyond 
the dinner table.

With a workforce of 
8,200 employees spread 
throughout Australian 
communities, Ingham’s 
plays a vital role in the 
nation’s economy.

These jobs support 
local families and con-
tribute to the economic 
wellbeing of the areas 
where Ingham’s oper-
ates.

The company’s scale 

and reach mean that its 
influence is felt far be-
yond the confines of its 
facilities, weaving into 
the daily lives of count-
less Australians.

Commitment to our 
people and the commu-
nities we operate in are 
paramount, with diver-
sity, inclusion and flex-
ibility as cornerstones 
of our workplace.

Ingham’s is not just 
a brand, it’s a piece of 
Australian history.

From its origins in 
1918 to its position as a 
major supplier of poul-
try in Australia, Ing-
ham’s has continually 
delivered quality chick-
en products to homes 
and businesses across 
the country.

At Ingham’s, we are 
committed to feeding 
Australia, keeping our 
plates full and our taste 
buds satisfied, with 
healthy, nutritious Aus-
tralian-grown chicken, 
produced with animal 
welfare and sustain-
ability practices at the 
centre.

For more informa-
tion about Ingham’s 
network of foodservice 
partners, or to view 
our range of products, 
visit inghams.com.au/
foodservice/food-ser 
vices-products 
Ingham’s

Ingham’s feeding Australia: 
a century of quality chicken

© Kemin Industries, Inc. and its group of companies 2024. All rights reserved. ® ™ Trademarks of Kemin Industries, Inc., U.S.A. 
Certain statements may not be applicable in all geographic regions. Product labeling and associated claims may differ based upon regulatory requirements.

“HEALTH GUARD” is a pioneering program that takes a tailored approach to livestock management, 
acknowledging the unique challenges faced by different species. This initiative is genuinely committed to 
addressing the key pain points and combines several layers of protection to avoid losses to our industry.  

Protection against diseases and stressors
without the use of antibotics

HEALTH GUARD  

Kemin (Australia) Pty. Limited
Phone: +61 2 9844 5700 

Email: australia@kemin.com / greg.heeney@kemin.com
www.kemin.com

Egg shortage goes global
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RESEARCH from the 
Ineos Oxford Institute 
for Antimicrobial Re-
search at Oxford Uni-
versity has revealed 
that wild birds, such as 
ducks and crows, liv-
ing near human popu-
lat ions—especia l ly 
in urban areas—are 
likely to carry bacte-
ria with antimicrobial 
resistance.

This highlights the 
urgent need for poli-
cymakers and health 
services to address 
the various ways anti-
biotic-resistant bacte-
ria can spread beyond 
hospital settings.

AMR occurs when 
bacteria and other mi-
crobes become resist-
ant to antibiotics that 
would typically kill 
them.

In 2022, around 
58,224 people in the 
UK suffered severe 
antibiotic-resistant in-
fections, resulting in 
2202 deaths.

Globally, AMR was 
linked to 1.27 million 
deaths in 2019, with 
the World Health Or-
ganisation classifying 
it as one of the most 
pressing global public 
health and develop-
ment challenges.

In a new study pub-
lished in Current Bi-
ology, researchers 
analyzed 700 bacte-
rial samples from the 
gut microbiomes of 
30 wild bird species 
across eight countries.

They focused on 
Campylobacter jejuni, 
a bacteria that com-
monly causes diarrhea 
and can be transmitted 
between animals and 
humans (a zoonotic 
disease).

Through genomic 
analysis, the study ex-
plored the diversity of 
C. jejuni strains and 
the presence of AMR 
genes, using a novel 
statistical model to 
examine how bird be-
havior and location in-
fluenced these factors.

AMR-related genetic 
markers were found in 
all bird species stud-
ied.

Birds living near 

humans, like crows 
and ducks, carried a 
wider range of bac-
terial strains and up 
to three times more 
AMR genes compared 
to birds in more re-
mote areas.

This included genes 
resistant to commonly 
used antibiotics such 
as f luoroquinolones 
and beta-lactams.

Professor Samuel 
Sheppard, lead author 
of the study and Digi-
tal Microbiology and 
Bioinformatics Lead 
at the Ineos Oxford 
Institute, said: “AMR 
is a complex issue af-
fecting human health, 
animals, and the envi-
ronment.

Wild birds can spread 
AMR over long dis-
tances to livestock and 
pets, which has impli-
cations for agriculture, 
animal welfare, and 
food security.”

Urban animals are 
exposed to various 
sources of AMR bac-
teria, like wastewater-
contaminated rivers, 
and may play a role 
in transmitting these 
bacteria to humans.

As urbanization con-
tinues and human pop-
ulations expand, great-
er contact between 
humans and wild ani-
mals increases the risk 
of spreading zoonotic 
pathogens.

Despite the global 
health threat posed 
by AMR, research on 
how habitat disrup-
tion impacts the bac-
teria in animals liv-
ing close to humans is 
limited.

This study offers val-
uable quantitative evi-
dence of AMR trans-
mission across ecosys-
tems and highlights 
the interconnected 
roles of humans, ani-
mals, and the envi-
ronment in spreading 
AMR.

Given that birds can 
travel great distances, 
species like crows and 
thrushes, which thrive 
in urban areas, could 
contribute significant-
ly to AMR spread.

The data from this 
study will be crucial 
for future research 
aimed at understand-
ing the broader impact 
of human expansion 
on zoonotic pathogens 
and AMR.

The study, “Proxim-
ity to humans is asso-
ciated with antimicro-
bial resistant enteric 
pathogens in wild bird 
microbiomes,” is pub-
lished in Current Bi-
ology.

The research in-
cluded samples from 
Canada, Finland, Italy, 
Lithuania, Japan, Swe-
den, the UK, and the 
USA. 
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control even under high pest pressure while 
protecting non-target animals wherever  
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� Storm® Secure remains as cost-effective, 
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Controlling any outbreak of the H5N1 avian influenza virus will take a national effort. Image 
credit: Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action

AUSTRALIA’S abili-
ty to fight off a deadly 
strain of avian influ-
enza will be put to the 
test in a bid to keep 
a global outbreak rip-
ping through animal 
populations overseas 
at bay.

No cases of H5N1 
avian influenza have 
yet been detected in 
Australian animals but 
there are concerns it 
could cause significant 
damage to native wild-
life and poultry.

Billions of animals 
are believed to have 
died in the global out-
break, with 1.6 million 
poultry birds dead or 
culled from mid-July 
to mid-August alone, 
according to the World 
Organisation for Ani-
mal Health.

Australia is current-
ly the only continent 

without an outbreak 
of H5N1 but there 
are fears it could en-
ter through migratory 
birds.

Leaders in emer-
gency management, 
health, the environ-
ment, animal welfare 
and poultry producers 
are joining forces for 
a series of exercises 
examining how the 
nation would act on a 
rush of local cases.

They’ll also put in-
ternational responses 
under the microscope 
and have promised to 
make recommenda-
tions from the review 
public.

The only recorded 
case of H5N1 in a hu-
man in Australia has 
been a two-year-old 
girl who was in inten-
sive care for a fortnight 
after returning from 

India in March 2024, 
according to the World 
Health Organisation.

But outbreaks of two 
other strains of avian 
influenza have already 
rocked Australia’s 
poultry industry this 
year, with more than 
1.3 million meat and 
egg-producing birds 
culled in NSW and 
Victoria.

Minister for Agricul-
ture, Fisheries and For-
estry, Julie Collins, de-
scribed the situation as 
“dynamic” as she high-
lighted concerns about 
the impact to wildlife, 
threatened species and 
agriculture.

“While we can’t stop 
the natural migration 
patterns of wild birds 
that may be sick, we 
can prepare ourselves 
if that does occur by 
ensuring we are work-

ing together in this na-
tional effort to protect 
Australia,” she said.

Health minister Mark 
Butler said it was im-
portant to remember 
most strains did not 
easily spread to hu-
mans.

“It’s important peo-
ple are aware human 
infections of avian in-
fluenza are rare – and 
the current risk to the 
Australian population 
remains very low,” he 
said.

“When there are hu-
man cases, they typi-
cally occur after a per-
son has had close con-
tact with sick birds and 
livestock or contami-
nated environments.

“Poultry workers are 
most at risk,” he said. 

Rachael Ward
AAP

Fight to keep deadly avian influenza strain at bay

City birds found to be carriers of 
antimicrobial resistant bacteria

Antimicrobial resistance occurs when disease-
causing microbes such as bacteria become resist-
ant to antibiotics that would otherwise kill them. 
Image credit: Anna Shvets: Pexels

The new study found that wild birds living close to humans in cities are 
likely to carry bacteria with antimicrobial resistance (AMR). Image credit: 
Viktor Keri: Unsplash
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THE government’s 
Smartraveller website 
has issued a notice of 
increased health risks 
in Europe, North and 
South America and 
Asia.
Key points

•	Smartraveller has 
issued a warning over 
outbreaks of several 
strains of avian influ-
enza, also known as 
bird flu

•	People visiting Eu-
rope, North and South 
America and Asia are 
advised to be aware of 
health risks

•	Avian influenza 
mainly affects birds, 
and infection in hu-
mans is rare.

The Australian gov-
ernment is warning 
travellers to Europe, 
North and South Amer-
ica and Asia about out-

breaks of avian influ-
enza, commonly known 
as bird flu.

According to the De-
partment of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade’s 
Smartraveller website, 
while human infection 
is rare, travellers should 
be aware of increased 
health risks when visit-
ing impacted countries.

There have been sev-
eral strains of avian in-
fluenza circulating in 
recent months, includ-
ing the highly infec-
tious H5N1 strain.

Three separate strains 
of bird flu have been 
detected across poultry 
farms in Australia this 
year, prompting mass 
culls and egg shortages 
in parts of the country.
What is the travel ad-
vice for bird flu?

There is no vaccine 
available for avian in-

fluenza, but according 
to Smartraveller, get-
ting the annual influ-
enza vaccine can help 
reduce the threat of the 
virus to humans.

Travellers are advised 
to minimise contact 
with animals in af-
fected areas, avoid 
poultry farms and live 
bird ‘wet’ markets, and 
wash hands often and 
thoroughly.

Eggs and poultry meat 
are safe to eat, but they 
must be cooked thor-
oughly, and safe food 
handling practices must 
be followed.

Travellers are advised 
to research the health 
risks in any destination 
and ensure influenza 
vaccines are up to date 
before travel.

Anybody with symp-
toms is advised to see 
a doctor.

What is avian influ-
enza?

Avian influenza is 
an infectious disease 
caused by influenza A 
viruses, similar to the 
virus that causes sea-
sonal influenza in hu-
mans.

As the name suggests, 
the viruses mainly af-
fect birds but can infect 
other animals.

It rarely spreads to hu-
mans, but it is possible.

Symptoms can in-
clude eye irritation, 
fever, sore throat 
or cough, runny or 
blocked nose, muscle 
or body aches, fatigue, 
shortness of breath and 
pneumonia.

Less common symp-
toms can include nau-
sea, vomiting, diar-
rhoea or seizures.

Some people may not 
show any symptoms 

BEC Feed Solutions
  offers an unparalleled range of animal nutrition

solutions, designed, sourced and blended to support our
customers’ needs.

We manufacture and supply nutritional premixes, feed
ingredients, additives and stock feed commodities, as

well as providing our customers with technical support.

Phone 1300 884 593
or visit

www.becfeed.com

Australians issued new ‘health risks’ travel 
warning for Europe, Asia and the Americas

Travellers have been advised to remain vigilant 
over outbreaks of avian influenza. Photo: AAP/
James Ross

Several strains of bird flu have had outbreaks in 
recent months. Photo: Getty/Peter Garrard Beck

NEW research 
shows that plant-
based meat products 
can be high in sugar 
and are often lacking 
important nutrients 
found in real meat.

Lead author Ma-
ria Shahid said that 
despite the growing 
popularity of plant-
based meat substi-
tutes – often based on 
health reasons – there 
is very little evidence 
of the actual health 
impact of these prod-
ucts.

“Both plant-based 
and processed meats 
mostly fall into the 
ultra-processed cat-
egory, so this raises 
concerns about their 
role in a healthy diet,” 
Ms Shahid said.

Plant-based meats, 
or meat analogues, 
are designed to mim-
ic meat products and 
act as a substitute for 
meat protein. 

They are common-
ly made from plant-
based vegetable pro-
tein – soy protein, 
wheat protein, pea 
and rice protein, or 
a combination – or 
fermentation-based 
fungus protein, my-
coprotein.

With consumer de-
mand driving the 
proliferation of new 
products emulating 

the structure, texture, 
taste and appearance 
of traditional meat 
products, sales in 
Australia alone are 
estimated to rise to 
almost $3 billion by 
2030.

George Institute 
researchers used the 
institute’s FoodS-
witch database to as-
sess and compare the 
nutrient content and 
nutritional quality 
of plant-based meat 
analogues and their 
equivalent meat prod-
ucts available in Aus-
tralian supermarkets. 

The types of meat 
products and plant-
based meat analogue 
equivalents studied 
were burgers, meat-
balls, mince, sau-
sages, bacon, coated 
poultry, plain poultry 
and meat with pastry.

They found that 
using the Austral-
ian Government’s 
Health Star Rating 
system, overall plant-
based meat analogues 
were found to have 
a healthier nutrition-
al profile compared 
with equivalent meat 
products, and their 
energy content was 
marginally lower.

While the protein 
content was similar 
in both categories, 
plant-based meat ana-

logues on average had 
significantly less sat-
urated fat and sodium 
as well as more fibre 
than meat products.

But of the 132 plant-
based meat analogues 
analysed, only 12 
percent were forti-
fied with key micro-
nutrients essential for 
health that are found 
in meat – iron, vita-
min B12 and zinc.

George Institute die-
titian Dr Daisy Coyle 
said that in Australia, 
processed meats have 
been classified as dis-
cretionary foods in 
the national dietary 
guidelines and have 
been linked to vari-
ous types of cancer, 
so consumers are ad-
vised to limit these 
meats as part of a 
healthy diet.

“But it isn’t as 
simple as a straight 
swap – solely relying 
on meat alternatives 
as a direct replace-
ment for meat could 
lead to iron, zinc and 
B12 deficiencies over 
time, if you are not 
boosting your intake 
of these essential 
nutrients from other 
sources or taking sup-
plements,” Dr Coyle 
said. 
The George  
Institute for  
Global Health

Plant-based meat not that healthy
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ALTHOUGH Aus-
tralian Pump Indus-
tries is a leading de-
signer and manufac-
turer of high-pressure 
cleaning equipment, 
with a range that in-
cludes everything 
from petrol and diesel 
drives to electric cold 
wash and hot wash 
equipment, they’re 
most famous for qual-
ity and performance.

The background of 
their success is simply 
a desire to produce bet-
ter equipment that is 
currently on the mar-
ket, to sell it at a fair 
price and give features 
that make operation 
simpler, safer, easier 
and more pleasant.
Operator convenience

“We design and man-
ufacture products as 
if we’re going to use 
them ourselves,” Aus-
sie Pumps Chief Engi-
neer, John Hales, said.

“It’s about getting the 
job done faster, easier 
and safer with a reli-
able machine,” he said.

John is the father of 
the unique Scud design 
that puts a ‘smile on the 
face’ of operators.

The machine was 
conceived, designed 
and built in Australia.

It’s claimed to be by 
far the world’s best, 
safest and most popular 
concept design in the 
business.

The machines are 
built in Sydney at Aus-
sie’s new production 
facility, which is turn-
ing out more and more 
machines each year.

“We doubled produc-
tion last year,” Hales 
said.

“Even now we strug-
gle to keep up with de-
mand.

“Once people try the 
product, they never go 
back,” he said.
Scud performance is 
safer and faster

The machine is 
equipped with the 
world’s best heavy duty 
triplex pump.

It has gearbox drive, 
a totally enclosed drive 
train and is matched 
to the relevant Honda 
petrol engine.

The most popular 

is the Scud 400 with 
4000psi performance 
and 15LPM flow.

“That’s a great com-
bination for most jobs,” 
Hales said.

“You don’t use a lot 
of water but still get the 
benefit of 4000psi and 
real cleaning power.

“Shed washing is a 
breeze with this ma-
chine,” he said.

The sculpted stain-
less-steel frame makes 
the machine look more 
like a cross between a 
Bobcat and a Ferrari 
rather than a pressure 
cleaner.

The design makes it 
easy to push around.

It is beautifully bal-
anced, and all pumps 
are fitted with a safety 
kit as standard equip-
ment.

The ‘Big Berty’ pump 
has a big crank case 
that enables it to run 
cool even in continuous 
cleaning applications.

The safety valve is 
included with every 
machine, as well as a 
thermal dump valve 
that prevents overheat-
ing when left on bypass 
for extended running.
Time is money

Using accessories 
like turbos means you 
achieve a much faster 
and safer result.

Turbos, fitted to the 
4000psi Scud, provide 
an impact up to EWP 
6485psi.

Effective working 
pressure is the indus-
try’s way of indicat-
ing increased impact 
- a combination of flow 
and pressure.

Other accessories 
include stainless steel 

hose reels that can car-
ry up to 50m of high-
pressure hose, provid-
ing an effective range 
of operation to 100m.

Telescopic wands 
provide 6m of reach, 
enabling effective 
cleaning of roof bat-
tens without the need 
for ladders.

Flat surface clean-
ers can clean up to 85 
percent faster than a 
standard lance, saving 
labour, water and pow-
er, and the results have 
no streaks!

For Honda petrol-
drive machines, we rec-
ommend electric start.

It’s not that the engine 
is hard to start but the 
operator will appreci-
ate the simple key start 
every time they turn 
it on.

It doesn’t cost a lot 
extra but makes for a 
more pleasant experi-
ence.
Safer and smarter

Aussie’s free online 
Safe Operator Training 
program is available 
for all operators of all 
brands of machines.

The company is keen 
to show operators that 
by knowing more about 
the equipment, they 
can operate not only 
more safely but more 
efficiently as well.

It explains how tri-
plex pumps and pres-
sure technology work 
and covers how to use 
the equipment in a safe 
and positive way.

For further informa-
tion, including a Tri-
plex Pump Technology 
booklet and the training 
course details, visit aus 
siepumps.com.au. 

Chicken sheds come clean

Aussie Scud Deluxe pressure washers coming 
off the production line at Aussie Pumps new 
factory in Norwest, Sydney.

RECENTLY, Aus-
tralia’s defence against 
crippling biosecurity 
threats was strength-
ened with the launch 
of the Charles Sturt 
University Biosecurity 
Hub, a co-investment 
in research and training 
of almost $30 million 
to enhance the nation’s 
biosecurity defences, 
protecting our food, 
farms and communi-
ties.

The announcement 
was made at an event at 
the National Press Club 
in Canberra on Tuesday 
August 20.

The hub brings togeth-
er a multidisciplinary 
team of expert research-
ers, scientists and train-
ers from various fields, 
including microbiology, 
ecology, veterinary and 
animal science, environ-
mental science, artificial 
intelligence and cyber 
futures, extended reality 
and biosecurity training.

The university has 
long-standing partner-
ships in biosecurity – 
including collaborations 
with the Department 
of Agriculture, Fisher-
ies and Forestry, Asia-
Pacific government and 
industry partners, state 
government agencies, in-
dustry and the commu-
nity – and is equipped to 
tackle a range of current 
or emerging biosecurity 
threats in the Indo-Pa-
cific region.

The hub focuses on 
leadership in research 
and development, trace-
ability innovation, 
education and training, 
capacity-building ini-
tiatives and building and 

maintaining strong part-
nerships.

It will specifically 
respond to threats as 
outlined by the Com-
monwealth Scientific 
and Industrial Research 
Organisation, where it is 
estimated that invasive 
species cost Australia 
approximately $25 bil-
lion a year.

Estimations for spe-
cific diseases are as dire 
– the direct economic 
impact of a large multi-
state outbreak of foot 
and mouth disease could 
reach $80 billion over 
10 years. 

If khapra beetle were 
to become established, it 
could cost the economy 
$15.5 billion over 20 
years.

Charles Sturt vice-
chancellor and president 
Professor Renée Leon 
expressed pride in the 
global impact the uni-
versity was having on 
protecting Australia 
and neighbouring coun-
tries against potentially 
devastating biosecurity 
pests and diseases.

“Charles Sturt Univer-
sity is a national leader 
in biosecurity research 
and training initiatives, 
spearheading innova-
tion and transforma-
tion efforts to safeguard 
Australia’s food, farms, 
environment and com-
munities from the in-
creasing threats posed 
by pests, weeds and dis-
eases,” Professor Leon 
said.

“Our biosecurity hub 
focuses on strengthening 
Australia’s capacity to de-
tect, prevent and respond 
to pests and diseases that 

threaten our food, farms 
and our future.”

Biosecurity Training 
Centre academic direc-
tor David Mackay high-
lighted the university 
was at the forefront of 
training frontline per-
sonnel who are protect-
ing Australia’s borders 
and those of its Asia-
Pacific partners.

“Charles Sturt Univer-
sity has been working 
with the Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry since 2022, 
utilising the university’s 
teaching and research 
strengths to train more 
than 840 frontline bios-
ecurity officers in ca-
pabilities, contributing 
to the sector’s goal of 
growing the country’s 
agricultural production 
to $100 billion by 2030,” 
Mr Mackay said.

Charles Sturt Gulbali 
Institute for Agriculture, 
Water and Environment 
executive director Pro-
fessor Lee Baumgartner 
said the hub’s program 
of biosecurity activities 
was dedicated to iden-
tifying and mitigating 
biosecurity threats. 

Professor Baumgartner 
mentioned the universi-
ty’s ‘training hub promot-
ing regional industry and 
innovation in virology 
and epidemiology’ pro-
gram as a key initiative.

“THRIIVE is dedicat-
ed to developing skills 
in agricultural epidemi-
ology and virology to 
identify and counter zo-
onotic viruses such as 
foot and mouth disease 
virus, Japanese encepha-
litis virus, avian influ-
enza virus, swine flu, 

Australian bat lyssavi-
rus and Hendra virus,” 
Professor Baumgartner 
said.

More than 130 people 
from industry, govern-
ment, academia and re-
gional communities at-
tended the event at the 
National Press Club on 
August 20, 2024.

In addition to hearing 
about the hub, guests 
heard from some of Aus-
tralia’s leading biosecu-
rity experts, including:

•	DAFF Biosecurity, 
Operations and Compli-
ance Group deputy sec-
retary Justine Saunders

•	DAFF Australian 
chief veterinary officer 
Dr Beth Cookson

•	Local Land Services 
Animal Biosecurity and 
Welfare program lead 
Dr Scott Ison

•	Charles Sturt Univer-
sity Biosecurity Train-
ing Centre academic 
director David Mackay.

Professor Leon en-
couraged those inter-
ested in making a global 
impact to consider the 
range of courses offered 
at Charles Sturt, which 
equips students with the 
skills needed to address 
biosecurity challenges.

“Our diverse range 
of courses, such as the 
Bachelor of Veterinary 
Science, offer strong 
foundations in sciences, 
preparing students for a 
range of careers in bios-
ecurity,” Professor Leon 
said.

In the past five years, 
Charles Sturt University 
has produced more than 
640 graduating students 
with biosecurity capa-
bilities. 

$30 million biosecurity hub to safeguard Australia
Charles Sturt University has been working with DAFF since 2022, utilising the university’s teaching 
and research strengths to train more than 840 frontline biosecurity officers.
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IT’S been over three 
months since Victo-
ria’s largest bird flu 
outbreak began, and 
there’s now hope for 
the industry as farms 
start to recover.

Agriculture Victoria 
has confirmed that one 
affected farm has begun 
restocking poultry, and 
quarantine measures are 
being scaled back after 
two months without any 
new cases.

Behind the scenes, 
thousands of experts 
have been screening, 
researching, and analyz-

ing to contain the out-
break. One of them, Dr 
Peter Mee, a senior vi-
rology researcher at Ag-
riculture Victoria, has 
been working tirelessly.

“There was a rush of 
activity when we got the 
first positive result,” said 
Dr Mee.

“It’s been a major 
event—processing thou-
sands of samples, seven 
days a week, for months. 
But the team has been 
incredible.”

Dr Mee is based at the 
AgriBio lab at La Trobe 
University’s Bundoora 

campus, where swab 
tests from quarantined 
farms are analyzed daily 
to guide the biosecurity 
response.

“It’s been fascinating 
to see the outbreak un-
fold and provide rapid 
diagnostics to support 
the response and help 
farmers understand 
what’s happening,” he 
said.

Grant Rawlin, a re-
search director, has 
been on-site since the 
outbreak began in May, 
working from a mobile 
diagnostics van at the 
affected farm.

“Controlling highly in-
fectious diseases is all 
about speed. This van 
helps us get results with-
in 24 hours, bringing us 
closer to staying ahead 
of the virus,” Rawlin 
said.

Due to the outbreak, 
all 400,000 birds at the 
farm were euthanized.

Despite 30 years as 
a veterinarian, Rawlin 
said this has been the 
largest and most com-
plex operation he’s han-
dled. “It’s been stressful, 
but you just get it done.”

In Victorian broiler 
sheds, which can house 
up to 50,000 chickens, 
deaths are normal, but in 
a bird flu outbreak, any 
deaths are concerning.

“All dead birds are 
collected and swabbed 
for testing,” Rawlin ex-
plained.

“It’s tough seeing large 
numbers of animals get 
sick, but we’ve managed 
to catch outbreaks be-
fore they were visible.”

Dr Mee said the de-
partment had been pre-
paring for a large out-
break since Victoria’s 
last one in 2020.

“We ran mock scenar-

ios earlier this year to 
smooth out any process-
ing issues before facing 
real detections.”

Rawlin noted that 
these exercises were in-
valuable.

“Without them, this 
would have been much 
harder.

They revealed gaps 
that we were able to fill, 
so when the real thing 
hit, we were much more 
efficient.”

As the recovery con-
tinues, both government 
and industry are pre-
paring for the potential 
arrival of a more con-
tagious bird flu strain, 
expected in Australia 
this spring.

Rawlin is confident 
the team can handle it. 
“We’re ready. The sys-
tems are the same, even 

though human health 
and wildlife will play a 
bigger role.”

To improve early de-
tection, trials are un-
derway using air qual-
ity testing in places like 
chicken sheds.

While PCR testing re-
mains the gold stand-
ard, Dr Mee said they’re 
looking for faster meth-
ods that could detect 
diseases like COVID.

“We’re trying to catch 
the disease earlier and 
give farmers and in-
dustry bodies an earlier 
warning.”

The clean-up and test-
ing at affected farms 
will continue for several 
months until Victoria 
can confirm freedom 
from the disease and re-
turn to normal trading 
conditions. 
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Stir Fan 
FH800/0.37kw/4 blade/1ph/3ph EC 
(variable speed  200 rpm – 1000 rpm)

ORIGINAL Stir Fan available ON/OFF 1ph/3ph

NEW

Height: 
1380mm

Width: 
1380mm

Depth:  
820mm

Wall Mounted Fan
WM1220/1.1kW/3B/3Ph/Direct Drive 

Part Number: PF8125

SPECIFICATIONS:
• 1.1kW x 3 phase
• 3.2 operating amps
• Fan impeller 700 r.p.m.
• Adjustable pitch impeller
• 3 smooth nylon aerofoil shape blades

All parts available from Titan Fans 
including case panels

Centre Bearing Assembly

Centrifugal System

Complete Shaft Assembly Motors Pulleys

Belts

Pusher Arms

Bearings and Housings

Variable 
speed

Airborne disease detecting devices are being 
used in trials.

The diagnostics van is set up to detect disease 
on-farm.

Agriculture Victoria vans and trucks are on site at an egg farm near Meredith 
to help detect disease.

Dr Peter Mee says when positive results come 
through “you have some dread.”

Positive signs after Victoria’s bird flu outbreak

The testing by Agriculture Victoria is gold stand-
ard and methods casting a wider net are being 
trialled. Photos: Jane McNaughton, ABC Rural

Up to 50,000 chickens can be housed in sheds on Victorian chicken farms. 
Photo: Kyle Harley, ABC News

Dr Peter Mee says they are aiming to detect dis-
ease before there are clinical presentations. 

Grant Rawlin has worked as a veterinarian for 30 
years.

http://www.poultrynews.com.au
mailto:sales@titanfan.com.au
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The Chicken Grower’s Choice

Phone: 1300 815 888
(+61) 07 3281 3200

PO Box 95, Ipswich
Queensland Australia 4305

www.santrev.com

enquiries@santrev.com.au

Sydney Office: 02 9844 5700
kemin.com

Greg Heeney
Sales Manager - Monogastric and Milling (AU)

greg.heeney@kemin.com
mobile: 0456 294 643

Trina Parker
Country President (ANZ)
trina.parker@kemin.com
mobile: +64 274 872 524

Stuart Court
Technical Services Manager (ANZ)

stuart.court@kemin.com
mobile: 0466 956 263

Dr. Avril Grieve 0438 352 443

Steven Black 0437 627 000 

Ronnie O’Rorke 0419 648 433

John Reeves 0412 264 497

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard Rhodes NSW 2138
www.zoetis.com.au

Brad Tresidder
Executive Chairman

0488 282 424  |  + 61 3 9021 7707
brad@tresidders.com.au
www.tresidders.com.au

Brendon Cant
Managing Director

T +61 8 9430 9463
M +61 417 930 536
E brendon@iinet.net.au

BCAPR Pty Ltd (ACN 159 299 966)

PO Box 749 South Fremantle 
Western Australia 6162

Shane Nicholson (National) 
Tel: 0427 200 262

Michael Pritchard MTB - Biosecurity  
Tel: 0407 764 850

1800 649 231 
Alltech Lienert Australia 

8 Roseworthy Rd, Roseworthy 5371, South Australia
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Theo Olivier (SA)  
Nutritionist
Tel: 0409 128 673 

Carlos Ramirez (Vic) 
Tel: 0448 273 114

63 Mersey Rd63 Mersey Rd
Bringelly NSW 2556Bringelly NSW 2556

Etienne MifsudEtienne Mifsud

Office: 02 4774 8764Office: 02 4774 8764

Mob: 0428 481 811Mob: 0428 481 811
Mob: 0417 481 811Mob: 0417 481 811
Fax: 02 4774 8415Fax: 02 4774 8415

Email: reshed@bigpond.comEmail: reshed@bigpond.com

R & E SHEDSR & E SHEDS
Built to Last

Ashley McAllister
PRODUCT MANAGER - MONOGASTRIC

📱📱 +61 439 605 339 

✉ a.mcallister@becfeed.com.au

� becfeed.com.au

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

1300 884 593

Craig McCann
NATIONAL KEY RELATIONSHIP  
MANAGER

📱📱 +61 488 025 555 

✉ c.mccann@becfeed.com.au

� becfeed.com.au

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

1300 884 593

Werner Grundmann
Sales & Operations Manager Protein ANZ
Grain & Protein

615-645 Somerville Road
Sunshine West, Victoria, 3020, Australia

Email: Werner.Grundmann@agcocorp.com
www.grainandprotein.com/sea/

AGCO GSI Limited   

Mobile: +61 467 576 349
Phone: +61 393 130 313
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LALLEMAND 
ANIMAL NUTRITION

Alison Leary - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0488 715 151  |  aleary@lallemand.com

Alex Turney - Managing Director, AUS & NZ
Mob: 0419 005 511  |  aturney@lallemand.com

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

SPECIFIC
FOR YOUR
SUCCESS

Nathan Lister - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0438 190 388  |  nlister@lallemand.com

www.patarker.com.au

Michael Bigeni
Director

8 Robertson Place
Jamisontown NSW 2750

P:     02 4732 5520 
M :  0410 663 005
E :    michael@patarker.com.au
 

Natalie Schwerin 
M.ScAg AARNe 

AUSTRALIAN TECHNICAL 
& SALES MANAGER

📱📱 +61 439 862 788 

� +61  7 3723 9856

✉ n.schwerin@becfeed.com.au

� becfeed.com.au

Tony Lawlis 

SENIOR TRADER, SALES  
AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

📱📱 +61 487 442 003 

✉ t.lawlis@becfeed.com.au

� becfeed.com.au

Casey Van Der Bergh 
Account Manager
Animal Nutrition and Health

M +61 488 144 194
casey.van-der-berg@dsm-firmenich.com

41 Edison Road 
Wagga Wagga NSW 2650, Australia 

dsm-firmenich.com

COMPLETE PACKAGES 
FLOOR & VENTILATION 
POULTRY EQUIPMENT

Call Ben Mathews for prices and information 

Proven Economy & Premium Options

Mobile: 0409 054 205 
Whatsapp: +61409 054 205

ben@agsta.com.au 
www.agsta.com.au

Phone: 1300 059 003    
Email: info@polytex.net.au  
www.polytex.net.au

• Door covers

REDUCE YOUR ENERGY COSTS WITH...

• Fan covers  
• Brooder/air control curtains
• Thermal & blockout blinds
• Poultry shade sails 
• Cool cell covers

30 Bothistle Road,
Gunnedah NSW 2380

sales@hesilos.com.au

1300 764 700

THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist ser-
vices and facilities in the poultry industry. 

Whatever the job you need to accom-
plish, here’s a group of business cards 
that guarantee you the best available.

Here’s my CardHere’s my Card
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AVIAN influenza, or 
bird flu, is a disease 
carried by wild birds 
that can cause severe 
disease in poultry.

There are many strains 
of the virus, including 
the H5 strain that has 
caused mass poultry 
deaths overseas.

So far, Australia has 
been lucky enough to 
evade this strain.

Avian influenza can 
be carried by wild birds 
such as ducks, geese, 
and swans and passed to 
backyard poultry or pet 
birds through exposure 

to these wild animals.
If you own or work 

with any type of poultry 
or birds, it’s important to 
be vigilant in looking for 
any health changes.

The signs of avian in-
fluenza are similar to 
other bird diseases, so 
always check with your 
vet if you notice some-
thing unusual.
Look out for:

•	Single or several birds 
suddenly dying

•	Diarrhoea
•	Birds eating or drink-

ing less
•	Unusual reduction in 

egg production

•	Birds sneezing or 
looking unwell.

There are also some 
simple things you can 
do to help protect your 
birds.
These are:

•	Don’t feed wild birds 
or encourage them to 
mix with your poultry or 
pet birds

•	Use netting to prevent 
contact between domes-
tic and wild birds

•	Clean your birds’ 
housing and equipment 
regularly and don’t share 
it with other bird owners

•	If you bring in new 
birds, keep them sepa-

rate and monitor them 
for at least 30 days be-
fore introducing them to 
your existing flock

•	If your poultry are 
free range, monitor them 
daily for signs of disease

•	Be ready to house 
your birds separately if 
they show signs of ill-
ness.

Avian influenza does 
not easily spread to peo-
ple and is a low risk to 
the public, but it’s still 
important to maintain 
good hygiene around 
poultry and pet birds.

Avoid touching sick 
or dead birds, or if you 

need to touch them, wear 
gloves and wash your 
hands afterwards.

Always wash your 
hands after handling 
birds, eggs and equip-
ment.

Clothes and shoes 
should be washed after 
visiting a bird show, avi-
ary, or chicken run.

If you see sick or dead 
birds, contact your vet or 
the Emergency Animal 
Disease Hotline on 1800 
675 888.

Learn the facts about 
bird flu and how to pro-
tect your birds at agricul 
ture.gov.au/birdflu 

Jay Richards
Business Manager - Central and Northern QLD 

jay.richards@abbeylabs.com.au
0472 535 565 

Abbey Animal Health Pty Ltd
B27/1 Maitland Place, Norwest, NSW 2153

T  02 8088 0720  |  F  02 8088 0721  |  W  www.abbeylabs.com.au

Abbey Animal Health Pty Ltd
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Mick Findlay 
Managing Director

mick@abbeylabs.com.au
0412 10 11 14

BCS WALKING TRACTORS

A wide range 
of implements 
also available

Available in  
petrol or diesel 

3 Endeavour Street, Warragul, VIC, 3820
(03) 5622 9100 • www.vinrowe.com.au

 Simon Lakin
 National Sales Manager

 simon.lakin@abbeylabs.com.au
0418 240 291

Abbey Animal Health Pty Ltd
B27/1 Maitland Place, Norwest, NSW 2153
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Tiffany Gordon
Vet/Equine Territory Manager - Southern

tiffany.gordon@abbeylabs.com.au
0448 902 524

Abbey Animal Health Pty Ltd
25 Hesling Court, East Bendigo VIC 3550 Australia

T  02 8088 0720  |  F  02 8088 0721  |  W  www.abbeylabs.com.au

Juan Diaz
National Key Account Manager - Poultry

juan@ccdanimalhealth.com.au 
0419 620 310

Jodie Driscoll 
National Sales Manager

jodie@ccdanimalhealth.com.au 
0428 247 272

Eddie Pecotich
National Key Account Manager - Biosecurity 

eddie@ccdanimalhealth.com.au 
0437 408 961

Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes St 
Tamworth NSW 2340

ccdanimalhealth.com.au

Brett Wisemantel 
Business Manager - Northern NSW and Southern QLD 

brett.wisemantel@abbeylabs.com.au
0428 357 109

Abbey Animal Health Pty Ltd
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Stephen Fisher 
Business Manager – South Australia and Western Victoria 

stephen.fisher@abbeylabs.com.au
0400 617 277

Abbey Animal Health Pty Ltd
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Better outcomes through advanced systems

www.stockyardindustries.com

Northern region
Joe Oliveira
0437 322 446
joe@stockyardindustries.com

Southern region
Niel Snyman
0419 608 721
niel@stockyardindustries.com

(02) 9898 1800
sales@HydroInnovations.com.au

www.HydroInnovations.com.au   

• Wastewater Pumps
• Lagoon Aerators
• Sludge Pumps
• DAF Pumps

Garry Grant

DANIEL FISHER
0434 468 644
KEVIN MARKHAM
0421 078 855
E: equipment@ifsaustralia.com.au
www.ifsaustralia.com.au

U4/9 Cardiff Court
Cavan
SA 5094

PO Box 2467 
Dry Creek 

SA 5094

INTENSIVE FARMING SUPPLIES AUSTRALIA

William Lloyd
Business Manager - Southern NSW   

william.lloyd@abbeylabs.com.au
0448 270 066 

Abbey Animal Health Pty Ltd
B27/1 Maitland Place, Norwest, NSW 2153
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PRECISION INTESTINAL 
NUTRITION SYNCHRONIZED 

FOR POULTRY
Some companies talk about it -  

at Jefo, we do it 
For more information, contact:

Wayne Bradshaw: 0429 301 500 
wbradshaw@jefo.com

or the office:
ausinfo@jefo.com

jefo.com
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Stopping avian influenza in your backyard
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